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Carnival  of  Chaos 


Mark  Bunnel  performs  the  "Carnival  of  Chaos,"  a  combination  of  magic,  circus  acts  and  comedy,  in  front 
of  a  large  group  of  local  kids  at  the  Anza  Branch  Library  on  July  22.  All  of  the  city's  branch  libraries  have 
special  and  regularly-scheduled  events  every  month.  For  more  information,  call  (415)  557-4400. 


Presidio  Library  rehab  moves  forward 

Residents  meet  architects  about  plan  to  renovate  87-year-old  facility 


by  Jonathan  Farrell 

The  downstairs  meeting  room 
of  the  Presidio  Branch  Library 
was  filled  to  capacity  July  8  as 
residents  attended  a  community 
meeting  to  discuss  renovation 
plans  for  the  87-year-old  build¬ 
ing. 

Presidio  Branch  manager 
Marjorie  Breen  was  present, 
along  with  fellow  staff  members 
and  SF  Public  Library  adminis¬ 
trators,  to  welcome  everyone  and 
encourage  an  open  dialog  with 
the  project’s  architects. 


The  upcoming  Nov.  6  election 
could  be  the  most  important  ever 
for  the  future  of  the  Richmond 
District. 

Always  known  as  a  “bell¬ 
wether”  district  in  citywide  elec¬ 
tions,  the  neighborhood  took  a 
sharp  left  turn  four  years  ago,  al¬ 
though  it  was  not  the  choice  of 
the  voters. 

After  the  reinstatement  of  dis¬ 
trict  elections  in  2000,  district 
voters  supported  a  local  resident 
who  had  been  active  in 
Richmond  issues,  particularly 
housing  issues.  The  candidate  we 
elected,  Jake  McGoldrick,  was 
relatively  moderate  in  his  first 
term,  but  once  beyond  the  re- 


Two  architectural  firms.  Field 
Paoli  and  Joseph  Chow  & 
Associates,  will  be  working  in  a 
joint-effort  to  renovate  and  re¬ 
store  the  historical  Camegie-en- 
dowment  landmark,  located  at 
3150  Sacramento  St.  The  site  is 
often  used  as  a  gathering  place 
for  the  neighborhood. 

Plans  for  the  Presidio  Branch 
are  part  of  the  Branch  Library 
Improvement  Program  (BLIP), 
which  voters  passed  in  2000. 
The  $106  million  bond  program 
is  providing  money  to  rebuild  or 
renovate  17  branch  libraries  and 


proach  of  voters  due  to  term  lim¬ 
its,  joined  the  wacky  “regressive” 
forces  led  by  Aaron  Peskin  and 
Chris  Daly.  No  taxes,  fines  or 
fees  were  too  large  to  bestow 
upon  the  middle  class  making  an 
exodus  out  of  the  City  and  there 
was  no  longer  any  need  to  com¬ 
municate,  or  represent,  their  in¬ 
terests  at  City  Hall.  As  part  of  the 
cabal  that  seized  San  Francisco 
politics,  McGoldrick  joined  the 
majority  on  the  board  who  push 
their  agenda  regardless  of  what 
opposing  forces  have  to  say. 

There  is  little  compromise  in 
the  heavy-handed  tactics  used  by 
the  far  left.  It  is  just  as  ideologi¬ 
cally  rigid  as  the  far  right. 


to  build  a  new  branch  at  Missipn 
Bay. 

“The  plans  would  be  for  the 
interior  of  the  branch,  not  so 
much  the  exterior,”  said  Mindy 
Linetzky,  program  administrator 
for  the  bond  program. 

Seismic  reinforcements  and 
compliance  with  the  Americans 
with  Disabilities  Act  were  com¬ 
pleted  to  the  Italian-Renaissance 
style  branch  in  the  early  ’90s. 
But,  because  of  technological 
innovations  in  the  past  15  years, 
renovations  are  needed. 

The  Presidio  Branch  has  more 


Now,  McGoldrick’s  heir-ap¬ 
parent,  Eric  Mar,  is  trying  to  take 
the  District  1  seat  for  the  further¬ 
ing  of  socialist  ideology. 
McGoldrick  was  a  keynote 
speaker  at  Mar’s  campaign  kick¬ 
off  and  Mar  supported  the  “loony 
left’s”  effort  to  undo  10  years  of 
hard  work  for  the  Bayview  com¬ 
munity  by  supporting  Prop.  F,  a 
plan  that  would  have  scrapped  an 
effort  to  build  new  commercial 
space  and  housing,  with  much  of 
it  affordable.  Mar  and 
McGoldrick  joined  Supervisor 
Chris  Daly  in  his  attempt  to  force 
the  project  to  designate  50  per¬ 
cent  of  its  housing  units  as  af- 
fordab'e.  If  the  proposition  had 
passed,  a  decade  of  planning 
would  have  evaporated  because 
the  project  sponsor  said  it  could 
not  afford  to  financially  complete 
the  project. 

A  Question  of  Character 

My  biggest  problem  with  Mar 
is  with  his  character.  I’m  sure  he 
is  a  nice  guy,  who  means  well. 

Continued  on  page  10 


than  147,000  materials  in  circula¬ 
tion  and  had  more  than  61,000 
visitors  in  the  past  year. 

“San  Franciscans  love  their  li¬ 
braries,”  Linetzky  said. 

“We  need  better  utilization  of 
space  and  21st  century  state-of- 
the-art  equipment  to  manage,” 
said  Brian  Bannon,  chief  of  li¬ 
brary  branches. 

Bannon  also  said  San 
Francisco  hopes  to  “set  a  trend 
across  the  nation  in  its  efforts  to 
incorporate  high  environmental 
standards,”  making  all  28 
branches  “green  libraries.” 

With  CDs  and  DVDs  included 
among  the  book  titles  that  the  li¬ 
brary  lends,  there  has  been  a  53 
percent  increase  in  the  past  three 
years. 

Because  computer  skills  have 
become  a  larger  part  of  the  learn¬ 
ing  experience  at  schools,  li¬ 
braries  need  to  accommodate  and 
assimilate  into  the  digital  age. 

The  ability  to  have  more  effi¬ 
ciency  in  the  citywide  distribu¬ 
tion  and  retrieval  of  materials  is 
vital  as  the  volume  and  frequen¬ 
cy  is  growing. 

The  focus  of  the  branch  reno¬ 
vation  will  be  improving  accessi¬ 
bility  and  to  include  learning-in¬ 
teractive  programs,  enhancing 
collections,  etc. 

With  dozens  of  architects  ap¬ 
plying  for  the  job,  “the  choice  of 
architects  was  very  competitive,” 
Linetzky  said. 

The  budget  for  the  renovation 
is  approximately  $2.4  million, 
not  including  furniture  and 
equipment.  Friends  of  the  SF 
Public  Library  is  raising  funds 
from  private  donations  for  new 

Continued  on  page  7 


by  Ed  Moy 

Safeway  gave  a  presentation 
to  members  of  the  Planning 
Association  for  the  Richmond 
(PAR)  in  July  to  discuss  its  plans 
to  redevelop  its  Ocean  Beach 
property,  including  a  rebuild  of 
its  Safeway  at  the  Beach  store. 

Organized  by  PAR,  the  meet¬ 
ing  was  held  at  the  Richmond 
Recreation  Center  July  23.  The 
meeting  provided  the  first  open 
forum  for  more  than  35  PAR 
members  and  local  residents  of 
the  Richmond  to  share  their  vi¬ 
sions  for  the  La  Playa  Safeway 
design  concept. 

According  to  Safeway  Real 
Estate  Manager  Natalie  Mattei, 
the  La  Playa  Safeway  would  not 
be  closed  down  during  any  future 
construction,  which  would  take 
from  10  to  24  months  to  com¬ 
plete. 

“We  don’t  want  to  tear  down 
the  existing  store  and  go  out  of 
business,”  Mattei  said.  “It’s  too 
vital  to  the  community.  It’s  too 
busy  of  a  store  to  do  that.  It  was 
a  really  big  deal  to.  do  that  at  the 
Seventh  Avenue  store,  but  we  re¬ 
ally  didn’t  have  any  choice  be¬ 
cause  it  was  such  a  postage 
stamp  site.  But  here  we  do  have 
the  ability  to  keep  the  existing 
store  open.” 

Since  acquiring  the  Ocean 
Beach  lot  last  year,  Safeway  has 
filed  an  expansion  application 
with  the  city  of  San  Francisco  to 
turn  the  property  into  a  brand 
new  state-of-the-art  Safeway 
store  with  housing  units  and  pos¬ 
sibly  individual  retail  shops. 

Mattei  said  the  plan  would 
likely  involve  the  building  of  the 
new  store  next  door  to  the  older 
dilapidated  store  so  that  Safeway 
would  remain  open  during  con¬ 
struction,  with  the  older  store  be¬ 
ing  tom  down  after  completion 
of  the  new  store  and  housing 

Continued  on  page  10 
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Butterfly  count  breaks  records, 
preservation  efforts  urged 


by  Ryder  W.  Miller 

Despite  count  records  being  broken  this 
year  by  the  14th  Annual  San  Francisco 
Butterfly  Count,  the  organizer  for  the 
event  still  stresses  how  difficult  it  is  for 
butterflies  to  live  in  an  urban  environment 
and  that  further  efforts  to  help  preserve 
them  are  necessary. 

Butterfly  species  in  San  Francisco  are 
down  from  54  species  in  1900  to  about  34 
today,  said  Liam  O’Brien,  a  member  of  the 
Lepidopterist  Society,  which  facilitated  the 
San  Francisco  Butterfly  Count  and  other 
Bay  Area  counts. 

Butterflies,  which  depend  on  natural  ar¬ 
eas,  have  hung  on  despite  the  huge  amount 
of  urbanization  on  the  northern  tip  of  the 
Peninsula. 

“Butterflies  benefit  from  our  love  of 
beauty,”  said  O’Brien. 

The  butterfly  count  was  held  June  19. 
This  year,  the  total  number  of  species 
recorded  in  San  Francisco  was  21,  with  a 
total  of  646  butterflies  being  counted. 

The  21  butterflies  species  included: 
Western  Tiger  Swallowtail  (3);  Anise 
Swallowtail  (68);  Pipevine  Swallowtail 
(2);  Cabbage  White  (277);  Orange  Sulfur 
(2);  Gray  Hairstreak  (8);  Echo  Blue/Spring 
Azure  (42);  Acmon  Blue  (19);  Painted 
Lady  (11);  American  Painted  Lady  (9); 
West  Coast  Painted  Lady  (12);  Red 
Admiral  (24);  Gulf  Fritillary  (7);  Field 
Crescent  (9);  Mylitta’s  Crescent  (6); 
Common  Buckeye  (3);  California  Ringlet 
(9);  Common  Checkered  Skipper  (30); 
Fiery  Skipper  (16);  Umber  Skipper  (34); 
and  Sandhill  Skipper  (7). 

The  most  diversity  of  butterflies  was 
seen  at  the  Presidio,  the  city’s  butterfly 
“hot  spot.”  The  team  checking  the  national 
park  saw  18  of  the  21  species. 

Matt  Zlatunich,  leader  of  the  Presidio 
team,  called  it  the  “perfect  storm”  for  but¬ 
terflies. 


O’Brien  said  the  Presidio  is  the  largest 
open  space  in  the  City  and  contains  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  habitats. 

Some  members  of  the  survey  teams 
came  from  the  Audubon  Society,  which 
conducts  an  annual  bird  count. 

Despite  being  an  indicator  species  and 
the  most  popular  insect,  butterflies  need 
more  fans,  according  to  O’Brien.  He  said 
more  education  and  support  is  needed. 

An  efforts  is  currently  underway  to  help 
promote  the  Green  Hair  Streak  butterfly  in 
the  Sunset  District.  As  well,  Blue 
Butterflies  are  being  transferred  to  Twin 
Peaks  to  improve  their  genetic  diversity. 

O’Brien  would  like  to  connect  the  natu¬ 
ral  islands  that  the  butterflies  use  in  San 
Francisco. 

“It  is  a  big  dream,  but  we  can  start 
small,”  he  said. 

The  first  San  Francisco  butterfly  count 
was  organized  by  Harriet  JReinhard  in 
1984.  After  a  three  year  hiatus,  it  was  re¬ 
sumed  by  O’Brien  in  2005. 

Mental  health 
money  restored 

The  SF  Board  of  Supervisors  has  re¬ 
stored  most  of  the  money  that  was  pro¬ 
posed  to  be  cut  from  the  the  Richmond 
Area  Multi-Services,  Inc.  (RAMS)  budget 
to  provide  mental  health  services  for 
Richmond  District  residents,  including 
many  in  the  Chinese,  Pacific  Islander  and 
Russian  communities. 

According  to  Kavoos  Bassiri,  president 
and  CEO  at  RAMS,  the  proposed 
$383,000  budget  cut  proposed  in  Mayor 
Gavin  Newsom’s  budget  would  have  re¬ 
sulted  in  the  elimination  of  services  for 
350  to  400  clients. 

RAMS,  founded  in  1974,  is  located  at 
3626  Balboa  St. 


Spoiled. 


That's  how  you'll  feel  working  with  a  Zephyr  Premiere  Property  Specialist. 

When  it  comes  to  luxury  real  estate,  we  take  a  fresh  approach  to  marketing  your 
unique  property  to  the  right  audience.  With  our  well  connected  broker  network, 
savvy  on-line  listing  tools,  and  experience  in  every  San  Francisco  neighborhood, 
we'll  handle  all  the  details  while  you  relax  and  soak  in  the  results. 


Zephyr  Real  Estate. 

We're  all  about  San  Francisco. 
wwwjEephyrsf.com 


Showcasing  San  Francisco's  Finest  Real  Estate 


UCSF  Oral  Surgery  Facility 

Private  Faculty  Practice  Care  at 
University  Prices 
Board  Certified  Doctors 
AAAHC  Accredited  Facility 

Call  us  today  at 
(415)  476-1316  to  schedule 
wisdom  tooth  extractions! 


Present  this  ad  to  receive  a  FREE 
WISDOM  TOOTH  CONSULTATION  AND 
PANORAMIC  X-RAY  —  A  $350  VALUE!* 

UC£f 

University  of  California 
San  Francisco 

Department  of  Oral  and  Maxillofacial  Surgery 
707  Parnassus  Avenue,  Suite  D1201,  San  Francisco,  CA 

\  (415)476-1316  www.omfs.ucsf.edu 

\ 
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Ocean  Beach  Vision  Council 
wants  to  establish  goals 


Photo:  Kerri  Suzanne  Kyle 


Local  resident  and  surfer  Kathleen  Egan  (right)  has 
environmental  concerns  and  would  like  to  address  the 
beach's  clean-up  and  protection. 


by  Lydia  O’Connor 

The  recently-formed  Ocean 
Beach  Vision  Council,  a  commit¬ 
tee  of  federal,  state  and  local 
leaders  dedicated  to  the  improve¬ 
ment  and  preservation  of  the 
beach,  saw  great  support  and 
community  concerns  expressed 
at  its  first  public  meeting,  held 
July  11  at  the  SF  Zoo’s  Osher 
Great  Hall. 

Council  members  Supervisor 
Carmen  Chu,  Jared  Blumenfeld 
of  the  SF  Department  of  the 
Environment  and  Beach  Chalet 
owner  Laura  Truppelli  led  the 
meeting  and  made  short  speech¬ 
es,  as  did  Nancy  Homor  from  the 
Golden  Gate  National  Recreation 
Area  (GGNRA). 

The  council  members,  having 
already  held  informal  meetings, 
took  this  chance  to  listen  to  the 
opinions  and  concerns  of  citi¬ 
zens.  The  majority  of  the  meet¬ 
ing  was  held  in  a  public  forum 
style  with  a  microphone  being 
passed  around  the  room. 

Council  members  encouraged 
attendees  not  to  hold  back  their 
responses,  no  matter  how  out¬ 
landish. 

“Please  tell  us  all  your  ideas. 
Even  if  it’s  an  idea  to  make 
Ocean  Beach  into  a  surfer-only 
beach,  just  say  it,”  Blumenfeld 
said  to  the  amusement  of  the 
many  surfers  in  the  crowd,  many 
of  whom  are  part  of  the  Surfrider 
Foundation,  an  organization  ded¬ 
icated  to  protecting  and  enhanc¬ 
ing  local  beaches. 

The  great  number  of  people  in 
attendance  fostered  diverse  opin¬ 
ions  and  ideas,  especially  about 
the  degree  of  wilderness  that 
should  be  maintained  at  a  beach 
in  an  urban  environment. 
Disagreements  arose  over  the  is¬ 
sue  of  having  trash  cans  and  con¬ 
cession  stands  at  the  beach,  with 


some  attendees  expressing  con¬ 
cerns  about  trash  cans  taking 
away  from  the  natural  aspect  of 
the  environment. 

“I  was  surprised  by  how  much 
support  there  is  for  the  wilder¬ 
ness  of  Ocean  Beach,”  Hornor 
said. 

Other  controversial  topics  that 
arose  included  the  plan  that  al¬ 
lows  bonfires  and  to  what  degree 
the  Western  Snowy  Plover  bird 
should  be  protected  on  the  beach. 
Other  potential  issues  include  the 
beach’s  crumbling  seawall,  crime 
and  erosion  problems,  and 
sewage  spilling  into  the  ocean 
when  the  city’s  storm  drain  sys¬ 
tem  is  overwhelmed. 

Council  members  expressed 
satisfaction  with  the  meeting’s 
turnout. 

“We  had  so  many  people  from 
all  walks  of  life,”  Chu  said. 
“There  was  a  great  energy  and 
there  were  lots  of  suggestions  - 
big  and  small.” 

Many  attendees  came  with  re¬ 
search  prepared  about  snowy 
plover  habitation,  potential  envi¬ 


ronmental  impacts  and  dune 
restoration. 

“Generally,  most  of  the  issues 
we  have  been  familiar  with,” 
Truppelli  said.  “But  it  was  very 
valuable  to  hear  and  see  the 
diversity  of  perspectives.” 

Homor  agreed  and  added  that 
the  meeting  “got  people  think¬ 
ing.” 

The  council  has  not  estab¬ 
lished  any  exact  goals  for  Ocean 
Beach,  but  Chu  stressed  at  the 
meeting  that  the  night’s  gathering 
was  intended  to  determine  those 
goals  and  develop  its  vision. 

“Our  main  goal  and  our  prior¬ 
ity  right  now  is  to  incorporate  the 
public’s  comments  into  our 
plans,”  Chu  said. 

“We  want  to  first  create  a  vi¬ 
sioning  process,”  Truppelli 
added.  “We’re  still  crafting  that 
structure.” 

Homor,  as  a  representative  for 
the  GGNRA,  expressed  a  goal  to 
“engage  people  in  the  vision 
council  to  look  at  Ocean  Beach 
and  see  how  it  relates  to  all  the 
open  space  areas.” 


Richmond  Dental  Care 
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4312  Geary  Blvd.  (between  7th  and  8th  avenues) 


1 1  Critical  Home 
Inspection  Traps  to  be 
Aware  of  Before  Listing 
Your  Home  for  Sale 


San  Francisco  -  According 
to  industry  experts,  there  are 
over  33  physical  problems  that 
will  come  under  scrutiny  during 
a  home  inspection  when  you 
home  is  for  sale.  A  new  report 
has  been  prepared  which  identi¬ 
fies  the  1 1  most  common  of 
these  problems,  and  what  you 
should  know  about  them  before 
you  list  your  home  for  sale. 

If  you  wait  until  the  building 
inspector  flags  these  issues  for 
you,  you  will  almost  certainly 
experience  costly  delays  in  the 
close  of  your  home  sale  or, 
worse,  turn  prospective  buyers 
away  altogether. 

In  most  cases,  you  can  make 
a  reasonable  pre-inspection 
yourself  if  you  know  what 


you’re  looking  for,  and  know¬ 
ing  what  you’re  looking  for  can 
help  you  prevent  little  problems 
from  growing  into  costly  and 
unmanageable  ones. 

To  help  homesellers  deal 
with  this  issue  before  their 
homes  are  listed,  a  free  report 
entitled  “11  Things  You  Need 
to  Know  to  Pass  Your  Home 
Inspection”  has  been  compiled 
which  explains  the  issues  in¬ 
volved. 

To  hear  a  brief  recorded 
message  about  how  to  order 
your  FREE  copy  of  this  re¬ 
port,  call  1-800-597-2108,  ID 
#1103.  You  can  call  anytime, 
24  hours  a  day,  7  days  a  week. 
Or  Visit: 

www.sfinspectionpitfalls.com 
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(415)387-1477 
www.beautynetwork.com 


JS****  'Maximize 
Your  Cabinet  Storage! 


Custom  built  roll-out 

shelves  and  drawer  re¬ 
placements 

•  Easy  access  to  deep  cabinet 
spaces.  No  more  bending 
and  searching. 

•  Full  extension  slides  -  Up  to 
150  lb.  capacity. 

•  Lifetime  guarantee  on  the 
products  we  produce. 

•  Customized  to  your  existing 
cabinets. 


VISA 

Contractors  L cense  *490071 


(2t 

BBB 

r«r 


Strong  Roll-Out 
Shelf  &  Drawer 
StrongRollOut.com 
1085  Florence  Way,  Campbell 

415-826-2880 

1-800-287-4353 
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VIP  Locals 
Did  You  Know ? 


We  Are  Giving  Away  Monthly  Prizes! 


1  st  Prize  -  $  1 50  Gift  Certificate 
2nd  Prize  -  Sunday  Brunch  for  Two 
3rd  Prize  -  Four  Sutro's  Water  Goblets 


Stop  by  Cliff  House  to  enter  your  name! 

While  you  are  here  be  sure  to  pick  up  your  history 
facts  to  get  ready  for  Local's  History  Nights  starting  in 
September.  History  Nights  will  be  a  fun  way  to  enjoy  the 
Indian  Summer  views  and  win  special  VIP  prizes! 


June  Winners 
1st  Prize  -  Shirley  G.  94116 
2nd  Prize  -  Mary  Lynn  G.  94123 
3rd  Prize  -  GeriT.  94122 


Stay  tuned  for  more 
info  and  save  your 
history  facts! 


1090  Point  Lobos  415-386-3330  www.CliffHouse.com 


cation, 


Hours 


ZANSHIN  CENTERS 
382  21St  Ave.  (Near  Geary) 
Mondays,  Tuesdays  &  Thursdays:  5:30  p.m. 
Saturday  Morning:  8  a.m. 

Please  Call  255-4405  for  more  information. 
Jazzercise.com 


jazzercise 

jazzercise.com 
(800)  FIT-IS-IT 


Alain  pinel 


Usually,  the  real  estate  market  is  most  active 
twice  a  year.  The  Fall  and  Spring. 

At  this  time,  people  have  the  time  and  energy 
to  focus  on  these  important  matters. 

What  does  this  mean? 

In  the  Fall  and  the  Spring: 

•  Sellers  have  good  chances  to  get  great  prices. 

•  Buyers  need  quality  information. 

A  well-marketed  property  sells  quickly. 

Call  Bruce  to  succeed  as  a  buyer  or  seller. 
Now  is  the  time  to  plan. 

Have  the  right  agent  on  your  side. 

That's  Bruce. 

Bruce  McKIeroy 

415.353.5781 

bmckleroy@apr.  com 
McKleroy.com 


Police  Blotter 


Aggravated  Assault:  July 
21,  2:18  a.m.,  Geary  Boulevard 
and  Fifth  Avenue 

A  business  owner  notified  po¬ 
lice  that  numerous  people  were 
refusing  to  leave  his  bar  after 
closing  hours. 

Officers  arrived  at  the  scene 
and  dispersed  the  occupants. 

Outside,  however,  a  brawl 
broke  out  between  at  least  five 
males. 

The  officers  witnessed  one  of 
the  combatants  kick  a  man  in  the 
head  and  he  was  arrested.  The 
officers  rendered  first  aid  to  the 
victim  while  waiting  for  an  am¬ 
bulance  to  arrive. 

The  suspect  was  transported 
to  Richmond  Station  and 
booked. 

Strong  Arm  Robbery:  July 
1,  10:20  p.m.,  100  Block  of 
Sixth  Avenue 

A  woman  was  walking  when 
two  men,  wearing  masks,  sud¬ 
denly  approached  from  behind. 
One  of  the  suspects  tried  to  take 
the  victim’s  purse,  but  she  would 
not  let  go. 

Frustrated,  one  of  the  robbers 
punched  the  woman  in  the  face 
and  grabbed  her  cell  phone. 

The  suspects  fled  eastbound 
on  California  Street. 

Possession  of  Deadly 
Weapon,  Marijuana 

Possession:  July  12,  11:15  p.m., 
Clement  Street  and  34th 
Avenue 

An  officer  on  patrol  noticed  a 
suspicious  vehicle,  with  two 
males  inside,  in  a  parking  lot. 
When  he  approached  the  vehicle, 
he  noticed  a  clear  plastic  bag 
with  what  appeared  to  be  mari¬ 
juana  in  it. 

The  officer,  called  for  backup 
before  removing  the  occupants 
from  the  vehicle.  As  the  officer 
was  waiting,  he  noticed  the  driv¬ 
er  reaching  down  to  the  driver’s 
door  compartment.  Concerned 


for  his  safety,  he  demanded  that 
the  two  suspects  keep  their 
hands  in  plain  sight.  They  com¬ 
plied. 

After  backup  arrived,  the  offi¬ 
cer  found  a  double-edged  knife 
in  the  compartment.  A  more 
thorough  search  of  the  vehicle 
turned  up  additional  suspected 
narcotics  and  a  large  cache  of  il¬ 
legal  fireworks. 

The  suspects  were  transported 
to  the  police  station  and  booked. 

Driving  with  Suspended 
License,  Illegal  Fireworks, 
Marijuana  Possession:  July  3, 
2:10  a.m.,  Geary  Boulevard 
and  41st  Avenue 

Officers  conducted  a  traffic 
stop  and  determined  the  1 9-year- 
old  male  driver  had  a  suspended 
driver’s  license. 

A  subsequent  search  of  the 
vehicle  before  it  was  towed 
turned  up  a  large  amount  of  fire¬ 
works  and  suspected  marijuana, 
and  several  loaded  magazine 
clips. 

The  man  was  transported  to 
Richmond  Station  and  booked. 

False  Impersonation, 
Burglary:  July  2,  Noon,  4400 
Block  of  California  Street 

A  man  dressed  as  a  water  de¬ 
partment  employee  approached 
the  victim’s  home  and  convinced 
the  victim  that  he  needed  to 
check  pipes  inside  the  home. 
Sometime  after  the  victim  al¬ 
lowed  the  suspect  to  enter  the 
home,  a  second  suspect  entered 
and  headed  for  the  victim’s  bed¬ 
room. 

As  the  victim  and  the  first 
suspect  exited  the  kitchen  after 
looking  at  a  sink,  the  victim  saw 
the  second  suspect  coming  from 
the  bedroom. 

After  the  two  suspects  left  the 
building,  the  victim  discovered 
money  missing  from  the  closet 
in  the  bedroom. 


Outstanding  Warrant  for 
Parole  Violation,  Burglary, 
Possession  of  Stolen  Property: 
July  6,  5:51  p.m.,  Fulton  Street 
and  48th  Avenue 

Plainclothes  officers  observed 
a  man  they  knew  to  be  on  active 
parole.  The  suspect  has  a  pen¬ 
chant  for  stealing  from  houses  of 
worship. 

When  conducting  a  search  of 
the  suspect,  they  discovered  a 
check  made  out  to  a  Sunset 
District  church. 

The  suspect  admitted  stealing 
the  check  from  the  collection 
box  from  a  service  held  the  pre¬ 
vious  day. 

The  suspect  was  taken  into 
custody  and  booked. 

Robbery:  July  8,  10:55  p.m., 
Geary  Boulevard  and  38th 
Avenue 

A  woman  was  sitting  by  the 
doors  of  a  Muni  bus  when  three 
men  stood  up  to  exit.  As  they 
were  leaving,  one  of  them 
grabbed  the  woman’s  cell  phone 
and  ran  off  the  bus. 

The  bus  driver  heard  the  vic¬ 
tim  call  out  but  was  unable  to 
keep  up  with  the  suspects.  The 
victim  was  not  injured. 

An  investigation  is  ongoing. 

Robbery,  Assault:  July  17, 
5:25  p.m.,  Unit  Block  of 
Heather 

A  man  arrived  home  and  was 
getting  his  mail  from  the  foyer  in 
his  building  when  he  noticed  the 
suspect  standing  on  the  side¬ 
walk. 

The  suspect  said  he  was  look¬ 
ing  for  “Dave.” 

After  the  victim  allowed  the 
suspect  into  the  building,  the 
suspect  suddenly  attacked  the 
victim  from  behind,  punching 
and  knocking  him  to  the  ground. 
The  victim’s  wallet  was  taken. 

The  victim  was  transported  to 
a  hospital  for  treatment  of  minor 
injuries. 


St.  James  Episcopal  Church 

4620  California  Street  at  8th  Avenue 

o  Going  Baroque  Concert — 

Sunday,  August  24,  4:00pm. 

The  Community  Learning 
Center  at  St.  James  is  hosting 
a  concert  of  Baroque  music 
(1600’s  to  early  1700’s)  to 
benefit  the  CLC.  Donations 
welcomed  at  the  door. 

o  Our  Fall  Program  kicks  off  on 
Sunday,  September/,  10:00am 
with  Sunday  Clubs  for  1st — 5th 
grades  and  the  Youth  Group  for 
6th — 12th  grades.  Start  at  the 
beginning.  Bring  yourself  and 
your  family!  All  are  welcome 
and  warmiy  invited. 

Wherever  you  are  on  your  spiritual  journey,  you  are  warmly 
invited  to  join  us  at  the  table  and  share  holy  communion. 

Sunday  Services: 

8:00am — Holy  Eucharist  followed  by  breakfast  discussion 

10:00am — Holy  Eucharist  with  singing  and  choir  followed  by  coffee  hour 

4620  California  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94118  between  8th  Ave  &  9th  Ave 

Phone  415-751-1198 

www.stjames@stjamessf.org 


apr.com  San  Francisco  Office  3701  Buchanan  St.  415.923.9700 
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Assembly 

Assemblywoman  Fiona  Ma 


Legislation  moves  forward 


I  am  pleased  to  report  on  the 
success  of  a  number  of  pieces  of 
legislation  that  will  have  a  posi¬ 
tive  impact  on  the  quality  of  life 
of  those  in  the  12th  Assembly 
District. 

While  establishing  my  legisla¬ 
tive  package  this  year,  I  paid 
close  attention  to  the  issues  im¬ 
pacting  our  neighborhoods. 
Graffiti,  curbside  recycling  theft 
and  the  presence  of  unlicensed 
businesses  that  are  operating  in 
the  underground  economy  and 
harming  law  abiding  business 
owners  are  issues  of  concern  that 
I  heard  about  at  neighborhood 
meetings  and  community  events. 

Last  month.  Assembly  Bill 
1767  was  passed  by  the  legisla¬ 
ture  and  is  currently  awaiting  ac¬ 
tion  by  Governor  Arnold 
Schwarzenegger.  This  bill  is  an 
anti-graffiti  measure  that  will  fi¬ 
nally  stop  San  Francisco  graffiti 
offenders  from  bypassing  com¬ 


munity  service  when  they  engage 
in  a  civil  compromise. 

Currently,  many  taggers  are 
settling  cases  outside  of  court  by 
agreeing  to  pay  the  property 
owner  the  costs  for  removing  the 
graffiti.  A  civil  compromise  al¬ 
lows  a  tagger  to  escape  a  misde¬ 
meanor  vandalism  charge  and 
prevents  the  offender  from  ap¬ 
pearing  before  a  judge  and  per¬ 
forming  community  service. 

The  city  of  San  Francisco 
spends  more  than  $20  million  an¬ 
nually  to  clean-up  graffiti  and  it 
is  simply  not  fair  that  offenders 
are  not  being  forced  to  do  their 
part  to  clean  up  graffiti.  During 
legislative  committee  hearings, 
San  Francisco  Graffiti  Advisory 
Board  member  Shirley  Wang  and 
SF  Police  Department  Officer 
Chris  Putz  both  offered  com¬ 
pelling  testimony  on  the  extent  of 
the  civil  compromise  problem  in 
the  City  and  on  the  importance  of 


Cleanup  of  Lincoln  Park  a 


On  a  Saturday  morning  in 
July,  Richmond  residents  and 
park  advocates  gathered  for  a 
painting  workday  and  sand 
cleanup  at  Lincoln  Park 
Playground. 

The  workday,  organized 
through  a  partnership  between 
the  Friends  of  Lincoln  Park,  SF 
Recreation  and  Park  Department 
(RPD),  and  the  Neighborhood 
Parks  Council  (NPC),  involved 
repainting  the  pressurized  wood 
play  structures,  which  require 
consistent  sealing  to  prevent  ar¬ 
senic  leeching,  and  sifting  trash, 
cigarettes  and  animal  waste  from 
sand. 

More  than  25  residents  and 
volunteers,  including  several 
children  helpers  who  painted  the 
equipment,  and  Pete  the  Bulldog 
came  together  to  clean  up  the 
neighborhood  playground  at 
Clement  Street  and  34th  Avenue. 

“It  was  so  nice  to  see  the  com¬ 
munity  gathered  together  for  the 
workday,”  commented  Albert 
DiPadova,  community  organizer 
for  the  Friends  of  Lincoln  Park, 


an  organization  dedicated  to  im¬ 
proving  of  Lincoln  Park. 

“As  the  community  organiz¬ 
er,  I  was  so  excited  to  see  the 
outpouring  of  support.  Many 
community  groups  came  together 
to  help,  and  this  project  was  a 
good  example  of  how  much  in¬ 
terest  there  is  in  the  Richmond 
District.  There’s  a  lot  of  families 
and  people  willing  to  get  in¬ 
volved,”  DiPadova  said. 

Volunteers  from  George 
Washington  High  School  helped 
and  a  free  lunch  was  provided  by 
Pizza  City. 

The  workday  was  the  second 
of  10  workdays  organized  by  the 
Neighborhood  Parks  Council  and 
the  Recreation  and  Park 
Department  to  clean  up  some  of 
the  City’s  most  run-down  play¬ 
grounds  that  received  failing 
grades  on  NPC’s  Playground 
Report  Card  conducted  this 
spring.  Lincoln  Park  Playground, 
which  serves  as  an  outdoor  play 
space  for  many  neighborhoods  in 
the  Richmond,  received  a  failing 
grade  for  issues  such  as  paint  de- 


Grand  Opening 

Golden  Gate  Wine  Cellars  brings 
wine  country  to  your  neighborhood! 

We  specialize  in  hard-to-find  California 
boutique  wineries  like  Kongsgaard, 

Harlan,  Colgin,  Kamen,  Joseph  Family, 
Paloma,  and  many  more. 

Check  out  www.goldengatewinecellars.com 
for  more  details  on  our  complete  selec¬ 
tion,  wine  clubs,  special  offers,  and  wine 
events. 

Golden  Gate  Wine  Cellars 
2337  Ocean  Ave. 
415.337.4083 
FREE  LOCAL  DELIVERY 
Bring  in  this  ad  and  receive  7  0%  OFF 
your  first  purchase! 


GOLDEN  GATE 

Wine  cellars 


AB  1767  for  San  Francisco. 

After  working  with  Public 
Defender  Jeff  Adachi,  the  final 
version  of  the  bill  will  allow  San 
Francisco  to  require  that  all  graf¬ 
fiti  offenders  who  engage  in  a 
civil  compromise  to  complete  a 
minimum  of  24  hours  of  commu¬ 
nity  service. 

Another  bill  that  is  successful¬ 
ly  moving  through  the  legislature 
is  Assembly  Bill  1778,  which 
will  crack  down  on  curbside  re¬ 
cycling  and  newspaper  rack  theft. 
After  passing  the  Assembly  in 
June,  the  bill  received  bi-partisan 
support  in  two  Senate  commit¬ 
tees  and  is  set  for  a  hearing  in  the 
Appropriations  Committee. 

Since  the  price  for  recycled 
materials  has  been  increasingly 
on  the  rise,  curbside  recycling 
scavenging  has  evolved  into  a  lu¬ 
crative  business  in  communities 
across  the  state,  where  highly  or¬ 
ganized  crews  with  large  trucks 
roam  the  streets  late  at  night,  dis¬ 
turbing  residents  and  leaving  be¬ 
hind  a  mess  on  the  sidewalk.  San 
Francisco  residents  are  all  too  fa¬ 
miliar  with  this  problem. 

While  it  is  already  a  crime 
punishable  by  a  $500  fine  to  steal 
from  curbside  bins,  police  re¬ 
sources  are  too  thin  to  allow  law 
enforcement  to  respond  immedi¬ 
ately  to  these  thefts.  AB  1778 

success 

terioration,  missing  equipment, 
and  poor  sand  quality. 

The  Friends  of  Lincoln  Park 
are  looking  forward  to  a  second 
workday  on  Aug.  9  to  replace  the 
sand,  which  is  being  donated  by 
NPC,  and  are  organizing  around 
a  playground  redesign  project. 
The  redesign  is  currently  in  the 
process  of  approval,  moving  to¬ 
wards  a  complete  renovation  and 
reconstruction  to  begin  in  early 
2009. 

For  more  information,  visit 
the  Web  sites  at 
www.sfnpc.org/playgrounds  and 
www.friendsoflincolnpark.org,  or 
e-mail  playgrounds@sfnpc.org. 

—  Som  Pourfarzaneh 


will  offer  the  police  better  en¬ 
forcement  tools  and  also  deter 
poachers  from  committing  future 
offenses.  The  legislation  will  re¬ 
quire  individuals  turning  in  large 
amounts  of  CRV  containers  or 
newspapers  to  show  identifica¬ 
tion  and  would  require  the  recy¬ 
cler  to  pay  CRV  redeemers  in  the 
form  of  a  check  and  retain  a  copy 
of  the  ID  and  a  record  of  the 
transaction.  This  will  create  a 
very  important  paper  trail  for  law 
enforcement  when  the  police  in¬ 
vestigate  these  poaching  rings. 

Finally,  I  am  pleased  to  report 
that  Assembly  Bill  2592  is  also 
moving  through  the  Senate  and  is 
currently  in  the  Appropriations 
Committee.  Last  year,  an  inves¬ 
tigative  report  conducted  by 
KGO  Channel  7  showed  that  of 
the  2,300  San  Francisco  lock¬ 
smiths  listed  on 


yellowpages.com  -  only  7  per¬ 
cent  actually  were  licensed.  This 
was  very  disturbing  to  me  con¬ 
sidering  that  these  unlicensed 
locksmiths  are  often  replacing 
the  locks  in  our  homes  and  over¬ 
charging  customers  by  thousands 
of  dollars. 

AB  2592  will  raise  the  current 
fine  for  practicing  without  a  li¬ 
cense  from  $1,000  to  $10,000 
and  will  restrict  the  ability  of  un¬ 
derground  locksmiths  from  issu¬ 
ing  phony  advertisements.  With 
the  additional  fine,  there  will  be  a 
greater  disincentive  to  perform 
jobs  without  a  license  and  pro¬ 
vide  an  incentive  for  district  at¬ 
torneys  to  go  after  those  who  are 
overcharging  consumers  and  not 
paying  any  taxes. 

Assemblywoman  Fiona  Ma  is 
the  majority  whip  at  the 
California  Assembly. 


Singers 
Wanted! 

If  you're  a  woman  who 
likes  to  sing,  join  us  for 

6  weekly  rehearsals  beginning 
Thursday,  September  4 
7:00  to  9:00  pm 

culminating  in  a  show  performance  on 

Saturday  October  1 1 ! 

Rehearsals  held  at 
St.  Anne's  Auditorium 
850  Judah  Street 

between  1 4th  Ave  &  Funston 
Park  in  lot  behind  church  - 
entrance  on  Funston  Street 

Presented  by  the 
San  Francisco 
Sound  Wave  Chorus 

of  Sweet  Adelines  International 


415-665-7960  •  www.sfsoundwave.org 
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Another  Planet  Entertainment  in  association  with  San  Francisco 
Recreation  &  Parks  Department  will  be  producing  the  San  Francisco 
Outside  Lands  Music  and  Arts  Festival  in  Golden  Gate  Park  on  Friday, 
August  22nd  to  Sunday,  August  24th.  The  festival  is  taking  place  in  the 
Polo  Fields,  Speedway  Meadow  and  lindley  Meadow. 


any 


We  are  committed  to  mitigating  the  impact  of  our  event  in 
your  neighborhood.  We  will  have  a  community  hotline  to  respond  to 
issues  that  might  affect  you  during  the  festival.  The  hotline  will  be 
available  on  the  festival  days  from  1 1:00AM  -  1 1:00PM. 

The  hotline  number  is  415-387-1935.  For  more  information  on 
Outside  lands,  please  visit  www.SFOutsideLands.com. 
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City  Hall 


Supervisor  Jake  McGoldrick 

We  have  good  city  budget 


Fines  double  for  traffic 
violations  on  19th  Ave. 


In  an  effort  to  help  protect 
pedestrians  along  San 
Francisco’s  dangerous  19th 
Avenue  and  Park  Presidio 
Boulevard,  a  bill  was  signed 
into  law  to  double  all  motor 
vehicle  fines  on  between 
Junipero  Serra  Boulevard  and 
Lake  Street  for  a  period  of  five 
years. 

Starting  Jan.  1,  2009,  base 
fines  for  unlawful  passing  and 
overtaking,  excessive  speed. 


reckless  driving,  drunken  driv¬ 
ing  and  other  similar  moving 
violations  will  be  doubled  - 
raising  tickets  ranges  from  ap¬ 
proximately  $140  to  $2,700, 
depending  on  the  violation. 

There  have  been  786  acci¬ 
dents,  resulting  in  1,205  in¬ 
juries  and  12  deaths,  between 
2000  and  2005.  There  were 
five  pedestrian-related  deaths 
in  2007. 


Motorist  sting  nets  652 
violators  in  3-months 


According  to  Richmond 
Station  Capt.  Tony  Fotinos, 
the  on-going  Traffic  Safety 
Program  in  the  Richmond  has 
been  operating  since  April. 

To  date,  there  have  been 
eight  separate  operations  con¬ 
ducted,  with  an  emphasis  on 
pedestrian  right-of-way  viola¬ 
tions  in  the  Geary  corridor. 

As  of  presstime,  there  were 


652  citations  issued  for  mo¬ 
torists  not  yielding  and  an  ad¬ 
ditional  203  for  speeding,  22 
for  driving  on  a  suspended  or 
revoked  license,  41  stop  sign 
violations,  three  red  light  vio¬ 
lations  and  five  unlicensed 
drivers.  This  is  in  addition  to 
the  200  to  300  citations  writ¬ 
ten  weekly  by  patrol  officers. 


What  a  long,  strange  budget 
season  it  has  been,  folks!  June 
and  July  were  intense  months  for 
our  ojfice  and  others  in  City  Hall. 
As  you  may  know,  I  serve  as 
chair  of  the  SF  Board  of 
Supervisor’s  Budget  and  Finance 
Committee,  which  approved  a 
budget  at  the  end  of  June.  The  fi¬ 
nal  budget  will  be  approved  by 
the  supervisors  by  the  time  you 
read  this  column,  as  the  board’s 
votes  will  take  place  in  the  last 
weeks  of  July.  The  City  is  re¬ 
quired  to  have  an  approved,  bal¬ 
anced  budget  by  Aug.  1 . 

When  the  committee  members 
first  received  the  mayor’s  pro¬ 
posed  budget  in  June,  we  re¬ 
ceived  a  budget  that  included 
cuts  amounting  to  millions  of 
dollars  for  programs  that  served 
as  the  safety  net  for  many  of  San 
Francisco’s  most  vulnerable  pop¬ 
ulations,  cuts  that  were  unaccept¬ 
able  to  the  members  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  and  the  board. 

The  Budget  Committee’s  task 
this  year  was  to  restore  programs 
which  help  those  who  cannot 
help  themselves,  while  still 
building  a  fiscally  prudent  budget 
to  run  the  City. 

This  year,  the  committee’s  to¬ 
tal  recommended  budget  reduc¬ 
tions  of  more  than  $26  million  is 
the  largest  amount  of  budget  re¬ 
ductions  ever  made  from  the 
mayor’s  proposed  budget.  (We 
also  recommended  more  than 


$16  million  in  reductions  for  en¬ 
terprise  funds,  departments  that 
largely  rely  on  their  own  fees  for 
their  budget.) 

All  of  the  hard  work  that  we 
went  through  -  the  late  nights 
spent,  the  thousands  of  reports 
and  letters  and  memos  read,  the 
hundreds  of  heartrending  public 
comments  heard  -  were  worth  it 
when  we  were  able  to  make 
restorations  of  more  than  $30 
million  to  citywide  programs  that 
serve  those  in  need  of  mental 
health  services,  survivors  of  do¬ 
mestic  violence,  the  elderly,  the 
disabled,  those  fighting  AIDS 
and  other  life-threatening  dis¬ 
eases,  hardworking  families  with 
children,  hundreds  of  foster  chil¬ 
dren  and  foster  families.  I  am  so 
proud  of  what  we  accomplished 
in  this  excruciating  budget  year, 
supporting  the  city  family  and 
city  residents  with  a  balanced, 
fair  and  compassionate  budget. 

Lincoln  Park  Playground 

When  the  Albertsons  grocery 
store  at  32nd  Avenue  and 
Clement  Street  was  approved,  it 
was  with  conditions.  Some  of 
these  conditions  included  neigh¬ 
borhood  enhancements  that 
would  minimize  the  impact  of 
the  grocery  store  on  the  immedi¬ 
ate  neighbors.  One  of  the  condi¬ 
tions  was  to  provide  half  a  mil¬ 
lion  dollars  to  revitalize  the 
Lincoln  Park  Playground. 

The  problem  with  this  deal  is 


that  Lincoln  Park  Playground 
only  received  $200,000  of  the 
promised  $500,000.  When  con¬ 
cerned  members  of  the  commu¬ 
nity  brought  this  to  my  attention, 
my  office  contacted  the  appropri¬ 
ate  city  agencies  and  the  attorney 
for  Albertsons. 

■  Thankfully,  the  full  $500,000 
will  be  paid  to  the  Recreation 
and  Park  Department  in  the  next 
few  weeks,  according  to 
Albertsons’  attorney.  This  money 
will  go  directly  towards  improve¬ 
ments  at  the  Lincoln  Park 
Playground. 

The  neighbors  in  this  area 
have  worked  long  and  hard  on 
their  playground  and  should  be 
commended  for  their  organiza¬ 
tion  and  determination  to  get 
their  park  the  promised  funding 
and  attention  it  deserves.  In  the 
next  months,  the  Recreation  and 
Park  Department  will  take  the 
conceptual  design  for  Lincoln 
Park  Playground  to  the 
Recreation  and  Park 
Commission  for  approval. 

Also,  filling  this  lot  with  a 
new  tenant  has  been  of  great  con¬ 
cern  to  many  Richmond  residents 
due  to  recent  grocery  store  clo¬ 
sures  throughout  the  district.  My 
office  has  just  been  informed  that 
Albertsons  is  in  conversation 
with  several  food  retailers  and  is 
close  to  an  agreement  to  lease  the 
space.  A  public  announcement 
should  be  made  in  the  coming 
months,  according  to  an  attorney 
for  Albertsons. 

Alexandria  Theatre 

Many  of  you  have  called  my 
office  inquiring  about  the  vacant 
Alexandria  Theatre  at  1 8th 
Avenue  and  Geary.  I  have  recent¬ 
ly  received  an  update  from 
the  SF  Planning  Department 
about  the  proposed  plans. 

The  project  sponsor  intends  to  re¬ 
tain  a  boutique,  one  screen  the¬ 


atre  with  lobby,  a  200  seat  restau¬ 
rant,  16  retail  spaces  and  39  units 
of  housing,  15  percent  of  which 
would  be  affordable.  The  parking 
plans  consist  of  a  142  space 
parking  lot,  98  of  which  would 
be  commercial  attendant-operat¬ 
ed  stacker  parking. 

The  plans  should  go  before 
the  planning  commission  in  a 
few  months  as  the  environmental 
review  is  still  underway.  The  de¬ 
sign  is  still  a  work  in  progress. 

If  you  would  like  additional 
information  or  would  like  to  par¬ 


ticipate  in  the  design  discussion, 
please  call  Mary  Woods,  the 
planner  assigned  to  the  project,  at 
Mary.Woods@sfgov.org  or  (415) 
558-6315. 

Lastly,  in  my  previous  col¬ 
umn,  I  provided  a  phone  number 
for  the  public  to  call  for  inspec¬ 
tion  of  wooden  utility  ladders. 
The  number  was  incorrect.  The 
correct  number  is  558-6220. 

Jake  McGoldrick  is  a  San 
Francisco  supervisor  represent¬ 
ing  District  1. 


5723  Geary  Blvd.  (@22nd) 

San  Francisco,  CA  94121 
(415)  386-2777 

Open  Daily  11 :30am  ~  closing 

www.kitarosushi.com 


(415)  386-2777 
Dine  in  or  To-Go  15%OFF 


(415)  386-2777 


Not  valid  with  any  other  offer  or  combine. 
One  order  per  coupon  per  visit. 

EXP.  9/15/2008 


A  Tray  $21 .95  with  coupon 

Call  in  advance  .  To-Go  only 
Valid  7  days.  NOt  valid  with  any  other  offer. 
EXP.  9/30/2008 


(415)  386-2777 


<1 hro 

Happy  Tray  $14.95  with  coupon 

Call  in  advance  .  To-Go  only 
Valid  7  days.  NOt  valid  with  any  other  offer. 
EXP.  9/30/2008 


Not  valid  with  any  other  offer  or  combine. 
One  order  per  coupon  per  visit. 

EXP.  9/30/2008 


Call  in  advance  .  To-Go  only 
Valid  7  days.  NOt  valid  with  any  other  offer. 
EXP.  9/30/2008 


Call  in  advance  .  To-Go  only 
Valid  7  days.  NOt  valid  with  any  other  offer. 
EXP.  9/30/2008 


zy- . — X- 

(.15)  386-2777 

Mix  Tray  $25.95  with  coupon 


Happy  Tray 

(48p  California  Roll) 

with  coupon 


with  coupon 

$21.95 


(415)  386-2777 
Dine  in  or  To-Go  15%OFF 


Golden  Tray  $22.95  with  coupon 


(All  Cooked) 

with  coupon 

$22.95 


Mix  Tray  $M 

with  coupon 


Prices  are  subject  to  change  without  notice. 
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Richmond  teen  dances  through  life  with  grace 


by  Gloria  Osoba 

She  has  beauty,  charisma  and 
intellect,  but  16-year-old  Crystal 
Lee  is  a  normal  teenager  just  like 
any  other  student  at  the  San 
Francisco  School  of  the  Arts.  But 
one  thing  stands  out  about  her. 
She  is  a  straight  A  student  with  a 
4.0  G.P.A  and  recently  won  the 
Miss  California  Outstanding 
Teenager  for  2008  award.  She 
also  won  the  Miss  Teen 
Chinatown  2007  and  Miss  Teen 
Charity  2007  contests. 

Lee  is  the  first  daughter  of 
Wellman  and  Wendy  Lee.  She 
has  a  14-year-old  younger  sister, 
Jasmine.  Her  father  was  bom  in 
Chinatown  and  her  mother  was 
bom  in  China.  Her  mother  came 
to  the  United  States  in  1986, 
where  she  had  previously  worked 
for  a  trade  firm  in  Taiwan. 

“It  has  been  a  pleasure  raising 
Crystal.  Sometimes  she  is  good 
and  sometimes  she  is  bad,  but  I 
support  her  unconditionally. 
When  a  child  is  doing  something 
wrong,  there  are  two  sides  to  it. 
One  must  look  at  it  two  ways  to 
find  out  why  the  child  is  misbe¬ 
having,”  says  her  mother  Wendy. 

Lee  is  fluent  in  Mandarin  and 
Cantonese,  English  and  a  little 
bit  of  Russian.  Lee  went  to 
Presidio  Middle  School  and 


Alamo  Elementary  School  in  the 
Richmond  District. 

“Living  in  the  Richmond 
District  is  all  I  have  ever  known. 
I  love  the  fact  that  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  is  safe  and  my  friends  can 
just  knock  on  my  door  and  visit 
me  anytime,”  Lee  said.  “There  is 
a  Chinese  saying  that  says  that  a 
good  neighborhood  is  better  than 
a  district  relative.” 

Among  the  many  people  she 
admires  are  Oprah  Winifred,  be¬ 
cause  she  is  successful;  pastor 
Wing^Lem,  because  he  is  patient; 
her  dance  teacher  Elvia  Marta, 
because  she  is  open  hearted,  lov¬ 
ing,  generous  and  strict;  Rose 
Chang,  because  she  started  the 
Miss  Asian  American  Pageant; 
and  her  godmother.  Penny  Wong- 
Belleza,  because  she  is  loving 
and  has  a  huge  capacity  for  pa¬ 
tience. 

Lee  is  an  avid  dancer  and 
worldwide  traveller.  She  has 
been  to  China,  Hong  Kong, 
Canada,  South  Korea,  Mexico, 
Taiwan  and  Japan.  She  started 
dancing  when  she  was  three 
years  old  and  currently  dances  20 
hours  per  week  at  the  China 
Dance  School  on  Taraval  Street 
in  the  Sunset  District.  The  dance 
school  used  to  be  located  in  the 
Richmond  District  but  moved  to 
the  Sunset  in  2004. 


Presidio  Library  rebuild 


Continued  from  page  1 

furniture,  equipment  and  fixtures. 

Field  Paoli,  with  a  staff  of  70, 
was  founded  more  than  20  years 
ago  with  a  mission  to  work  on 
community  projects.  Of  its  12 
current  community  projects, 
eight  are  libraries. 

Speaking  on  behalf  of  Field 
Paoli,  architect  Mark  Schatz  said 
he  was  very  pleased  to  be  work¬ 
ing  on  the  project. 

“Designing  for  libraries  is  ex¬ 
citing  because  it  is  about  making 
a  difference  for  the  community. 
This  work  is  not  exclusive  but 
reaches  out  to  all  people,”  he 
said. 

Schatz  said  the  architects  for 
the  project  were  present  at  the 
community  meeting  to  listen  to 
community  needs  and  concerns. 

Joyce  Chow,  of  Joseph  Chow 
&  Associates,  agreed. 

“There  will  be  several  com¬ 
munity  meetings  like  this  one  be¬ 


fore  the  final  architectural  design 
is  approved,”  she  said. 

The  Presidio  Branch  will 
close  some  time  in  2009,  after 
renovations  at  the 
Richmond/Senator  Milton  Marks 
Branch  are  completed. 

Several  of  the  40  or  so  people 
who  attended  the  meeting  wanted 
to  know  about  landscaping. 

They  were  assured  that  the 
historical  integrity  of  the  branch, 
built  in  1921,  would  be  pre¬ 
served. 

The  lawn  and  foliage  outside 
the  branch  were  installed  by  John 
McLaren,  the  first  superintendent 
of  Golden  Gate  Park. 

“I  hope  the  plans  are  to  keep 
this  lawn  space  much  like  it  is,” 
said  Jack  Bellingham,  a  local  res¬ 
ident. 

For  more  information  about 
the  Presidio  Branch  Library's 
renovation  plans,  call  (415)  557- 
4354  or  visit  the  library’s  Web 
site  at  www.sfpl.org. 


Now  Open! 

Native  Plant  Nursery 

Finest  Selection  of  San  Francisco  Native  Plants 

•  Adapted  to  local  environmental 
conditions 

•  Habitat  for  local  birds,  butterflies 
and  bees 

More  than 

50  species  available! 

Open  every  day: 

•  Mon-Sat:  9  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

•  Sun:  noon  to  4  p.m. 

•  Located  at  Frederick  Street  and 
Arguello  Boulevard. 

•  Call  (415)584-8985  for  more  info. 


Photo:  Philip  Liborio  Gangi 


Richmond  resident  Crystal  Lee  won  Miss  California 
Outstanding  Teenager  for  2008.  Lee  celebrates  her 
17th  birthday  in  August. 


Lee  is  trained  in  ballet, 
Chinese  dance,  flamenco,  jazz, 
modem,  Polynesian  and  Russian 
dance.  She  is  the  youngest  soloist 
in  the  history  of  the  30-year-old 
San  Francisco  Ethnic  Dance 
Festival.  She  has  danced  leading 
roles  in  The  Nutcracker,  Swan 
Lake,  Coppelia,  Don  Quixote, 
Paquita,  Sleeping  Beauty  and 
Elite  Syncopations. 


“I  love  dancing  because  it 
teaches  discipline,  patience  and 
endurance,”  Lee  says. 

Lee  dreams  of  going  to  school 
in  New  York  or  on  the  West 
Coast.  She  is  interested  in  going 
to  Cornell  University,  New  York 
University,  Columbia  University 
and  Julliard  College. 

Lee  visited  New  York  at  a  ten¬ 
der  age  and  fell  in  love  with  the 


city  because  it  is  one  of  the 
world’s  arts  capitals.  Also,  many 
artists  live  in  the  city,  and  it  of¬ 
fers  many  opportunities  for  an 
aspiring  performer. 

“Every  single  neighborhood 
in  New  York  has  its  own  flavor, 
and  it  contributes  to  not  only  the 
ethnic  diversity,  but  also  the  local 
culture.  There  are  also  fantastic 
landmarks  and  attractions  in  the 
city,”  Lee  said. 

Concerning  possible  schools 
on  the  West  Coast,  she  is  inter¬ 
ested  in  going  to  the  University 
of  California,  Los  Angeles, 
University  of  California,  Berk¬ 
eley  and  Stanford  University. 

Once  in  college,  Lee  is  inter¬ 
ested  in  double  majoring  in 
dance  and  other  potential  topics, 
such  as  broadcast  journalism,  an¬ 
thropology,  political  science, 
psychology  and  international  re¬ 
lations.  She  loves  anthropology 
because  it  provides  her  with  vari¬ 
ous  perspectives  of  humanity. 

“We  must  put  aside  all  differ¬ 
ences  and  embrace  everybody  re¬ 
gardless  of  where  we  are  from.  I 
love  all  majors  that  deal  with  so¬ 
ciety,  interactions,  communica¬ 
tions  and  the  arts,”  she  said. 


HARDWARE 


HARDWARE 
HAND  TOOLS 
ELECTRICAL 
PLUMBING 
GARDEN  SUPPLIES 


Open 

Mon-Sat  9-6, 
Sundays  1  1  -5 


KEYS  CUT  FRONT  DOOR  MATS 

WEBER  BARBEQUES  KITCHEN  GADGETS 

SHADES  CUT  TO  SIZE  SMALL  APPLIANCES 

BATHROOM  ACCESSORIES  EUREKA  VACUUMS 

HOUSEWARES  STORAGE  &  CLOSET 

.  -'N,  SUPPLIES 


r  hardware  \ 
Li unlimited  Jk 


UHLSPHR 

PRINTS 


(415)  931-9133 

3326  Sacramento  St.  at  Presidio 

unuuj.harduiareunlimitedsf.com 


VISA 
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Jirst  Cafe  ^ 


Donuts  •  Tarts  •  Pastries 
Coffee  and  Tea 
Vietnamese  Sandwiches 
Fresh  Baked  Buns 

(BBQ  Pork,  Chicken,  Custard,  Coconut,  Com,  Raisin,  Mexican,  Cheese,  Sesame,  Pineapple,  Cocktail ...) 

6  Types  of  Fresh-Baked  Bread 
Wedding  Cakes 


Everything  Baked  Fresh  on  Premises  Daily 


Dine  In  or  Take  Out 
Open  M-F,  7-7;  Sat.-Sun.,  7:30-7 

5901  Geary  Blvd  .  (23rd  Ave.) 
(41 5)  668-3388 
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Sacramento 

Sen.  Leland  Yee 

Autumn  Moon  Festival  coming 


On  Saturday,  Sept.  13,  the 
Sunset  District  Autumn  Moon 
Festival  Committee  will  host  its 
4th  annual  Autumn  Moon 
Festival  in  the  Sunset  District 
This  annual  festival  has  become 
an  integral  part  of  San  Francisco 
culture. 

The  Autumn  Moon  Festival 
attracts  thousands  of  people  to 
enjoy  a  variety  of  booths,  deli¬ 
cious  food,  captivating  entertain¬ 
ment  and  outstanding  art.  The 
festival  takes  place  from  10  a.m. 
to  4  p.m.,  on  Irving  Street,  be¬ 


tween  22nd  and  25th  avenues. 

The  event  is  an  opportunity 
for  all  San  Francisco  residents  to 
share  in  the  tradition  and  celebra¬ 
tion  of  the  Autumn  Moon 
Festival.  The  exciting  street  festi¬ 
val  will  bring  together  individu¬ 
als,  families,  businesses,  commu¬ 
nity  leaders  and  organizations 
from  all  of  San  Francisco  to 
share  in  the  pleasure  of  honoring 
an  ancient  custom.  The  public  is 
encouraged  to  attend,  and  admis¬ 
sion  is  free.  Please  join  us  for  a 
day  of  culture  and  fun. 

For  more  information  about 


the  Autumn  Moon  Festival, 
please  see  its  Web  site  at 
www.AutumnMoonFestival.org, 
or  e-mail  the  committee  at 
info@AutumnMoonFestival.org. 

I  look  forward  to  seeing  you 
there. 

Crime  Ring  Busted 

In  July,  a  major  organized  re¬ 
tail  crime  ring  that  had  been  tar¬ 
geting  Bay  Area  businesses  for 
years  was  broken  up,  due  to  the 
dedicated  efforts  of  the  San  Jose 
Police  Department,  U.S. 
Attorney’s  Office,  Internal 
Revenue  Service,  Federal  Bureau 
of  Investigation,  Safeway  and 
other  retailers. 

I  applaud  the  effort  that  went 
into  capturing  the  criminals  who 
were  involved  in  the  purchase  of 
merchandise  stolen  from  major 
retailers,  the  reselling  of  the 
stolen  goods,  and  the  shipment  of 
them  to  other  states. 

While  you  may  never  have 


heard  of  it  before,  organized  re¬ 
tail  crime  has  likely  impacted 
your  life  negatively.  A  substan¬ 
tial  number  of  crime  rings  have 
been  targeting  the  stocks  of  retail 
chains,  decreasing  our  access  to 
products  and  driving  up  prices 
throughout  California.  Often¬ 
times,  the  targets  are  relatively 
innocuous,  such  as  razor  blades, 
toothpaste  and  baby  formula,  yet 
these  thefts  cost  the  U.S.  econo¬ 
my  in  excess  of  $37  billion  a 
year. 

The  products,  after  being 
stolen  from  retailers,  are  often 
resold  wholesale  to  other  retail 
chains  run  by  less  than  savory  in¬ 
dividuals  willing  to  profit  from 
these  ill-gotten  gains.  Mean¬ 
while,  the  cost  of  the  stolen  mer¬ 
chandise  is  passed  along  to  con¬ 
sumers. 

Unfortunately,  these  crimes 
are  on  the  rise  as  criminals  use 
modem  technology  to  streamline 
their  operations.  We  must  give 


law  enforcement  the  resources 
necessary  to  further  combat  the 
threat. 

Aside  from  the  financial  costs 
we  are  forced  to  shoulder,  these 
crimes  present  a  risk  to  public 
safety.  Products  such  as  baby  for¬ 
mula  or  over  the  counter  medi¬ 
cines  are  subject  to  a  great  deal 
of  regulation  to  make  sure  they 
are  safe  for  human  consumption. 
It  is  unlikely  that  a  group  of 
criminals  trying  to  make  a  quick 
buck  are  going  to  obey  such 
laws.  In  fact,  it  has  been  deter¬ 
mined  that  in  some  instances  ex¬ 
piration  dates  on  baby  formula 
were  altered  so  that  expired  prod¬ 
ucts  could  be  sold  to  the  public. 

Steps  must  be  taken  immedi¬ 
ately  to  further  empower  law  en¬ 
forcement  officials  to  crack  down 
on  these  scofflaws.  Currently,  my 
staff  is  exploring  ways  to  most 
effectively  do  so. 

Leland  Yee  is  a  California 
state  senator. 


Bringing  Back 

The  Heart  of  the  Presidio 


extended! 

come  for  a  guided  walk 
every  Sunday  &  Wednesday 

2 -3:30  pm,  through  august  27  (no  walk  Labor  Day  weekend) 
presidio  officers’  club,  50  moraga  avenue 
*group  /  special  request  tours  also  available 


Discover  the  birthplace  of  San  Francisco  at  the  heart  of 
the  Presidio,  the  historic  Main  Post.  Imagine  the  once 
lively  center  of  a  military  post  as  a  home  for  history  and 
culture.. .past,  present,  and  future. 

Come  for  a  walk  and  tell  us  what  you  think  about 
proposals  for  a  Presidio  heritage  center,  an  archaeology 
lab,  public  uses  in  the  iconic  brick  barracks,  a  park 
lodge,  and  a  museum  of  contemporary  art. 


tell  us  what  you  think 


send  comments  to  mainpost@presidiotrust.gov 
2nd  board  of  directors  public  meeting  to  be  scheduled  soon 

(visit  www.presidio.gov) 


.  '  - 

Am 

4 

Kp£r  i  f  T 

-V 

.  „  !  Mr 

A 

V  | 

f\  )  1 

/ 

tA  /  | 

V  ■ 

ri  /a 

1 

r 

-  •-?**%* 

■:  11 

Kill-  e 

kt\ 

V 

August  2008 


The  Richmond  Review  •  9 


Great  Sand  Waste  band  rocks  the  sand  dunes 


by  Jen  Houghton 

The  Great  Sand  Waste  is  a  lo¬ 
cal  rock  band  which,  despite 
gaining  a  loyal  fan  base,  just 
wants  to  focus  on  staying  local 
and  taking  pleasure  in  playing 
music. 

With  the  Richmond  District’s 
own  Lew  Stringer  on  guitar  and 
vocals,  Mike  Dimmel  on  bass, 
Andy  Thompson  on  drums,  and 
Alec  Silver  of  Berkeley  on  the 
keyboards,  the  group  attracted 
about  100  fans  at  their  debut  CD 
release  party  held  in  early  June  at 
the  Plough  &  Stars  on  Clement 
Street. 

Not  only  does  Great  Sand 
Waste  play  locally,  they  practice 
locally.  The  group  can  be  found 
perfecting  their  funky  rock  sound 
twice  a  week  in  an  old  military 
warehouse  in  the  Presidio,  only  a 
few  buildings  away  from  where 
Metallica  once  practiced. 

They  also  draw  their  name 
from  the  coastal  part  of  the  city 
they  hail  from. 

Great  Sand  Waste  was  a  term 
used  in  the  19th  century  to  de¬ 
scribe  the  Sunset  and  Richmond 
districts  before  it  was  residential 
and  the  area  was  mainly  sand 
dunes. 

“The  Great  Sand  Waste  is  a 
historical,  mythological  place  of 
San  Francisco’s  past.  The  ‘out¬ 
side  lands’  was  once  inhabited  by 
the  world’s  largest  grizzly  bears, 
Victorian  imperialists,  and  grave¬ 
robbing  ghouls  were  seen  as  a 
‘waste,’”  said  Stringer,  who 
works  for  the  National  Park 
Service. 

“We’re  influenced  by  the 
neighborhood.  We  play  here  and 


Photo:  Francis  da  Silva 

The  Richmond  District  band  Great  Sand  Waste  takes 
some  time  out  from  their  busy  schedule  to  relax. 
From  left  to  right  are:  Mike  Dimmel,  Alec  Silver,  Andy 
Thompson  and  Lew  Stringer. 

are  inspired  by  the  place,”  he 
said. 

Stringer  and  Thompson  were 


They  had  15  songs  to  play. 
Some  of  those  original  songs  can 
be  heard  on  their  recent  CD. 

The  self-titled  CD  holds  12 
tracks  with  varying  tempos,  some 
lyrics  being  upbeat  and  others 
melancholy. 

“We  have  a  slightly  southern 
sound,  in  a  rock  sense,” 
Thompson  said. 

The  front  of  the  CD  case 
shows  an  image  of  a  house  that’s 
fallen  in  after  some  unknown  dis¬ 
aster. 

“There  is  an  ominous  sound 
throughout  the  album  that  lends 
itself  to  the  disaster  theme,” 
Dimmel  said. 

The  album  was  recorded  near¬ 
ly  a  year  ago  at  the  New, 
Improved  Recording  studio  in 
Oakland. 

“We  were  really  lucky  to  get 
in  that  studio,”  Dimmel  said. 


They  recently  hit  the  studio 
again  to  record  songs  for  a  new 
album. 

The  Great  Sand  Waste  is  cur¬ 
rently  seeking  a  manager  who 
can  book  shows  locally  and  dis¬ 
tribute  their  CDs. 

Without  a  manager,  the  band 
members  need  to  be  motivated  to 
book  their  own  shows.  The  in¬ 
centive  is  that  whomever  books 
the  gig  gets  to  keep  all  the  pro¬ 
ceeds. 

“We’re  not  doing  it  for  the 
money,”  Dimmel  said.  “We  all 
get  a  huge  rush,  a  huge  kick,  out 
of  playing  for  as  many  people  as 
possible.” 

The  band’s  debut  CD  can  be 
acquired  by  contacting 
www.  my  space,  com/greatsand- 
waste.  Fans  can  also  learn  of 
upcoming  shows  and  when  the 
new  CD  is  due  for  release. 


classmates  at  the  University  of 
Colorado  but  ironically  didn’t 
play  together  until  they  found 
each  other  in  San  Francisco. 

“Lew  and  I  played  a  few 
songs  together,”  Thompson  said. 
“The  clouds  opened  up  and  the 
sun  came  down  and  ...  bam!  We 
had  a  band.” 

Thompson  brought  in 
Dimmel,  who  was  a  coworker 
and  the  group  played  as  a  trio  for 
two-and-a-half  years. 

“It  took  a  lot  of  energy  for 
three  people  to  put  out  the 
sound,”  Stinger  said. 

They  began  looking  for  a 
fourth  member  and  found  Silver 
through  Craigslist  in  November 
2007.  The  three  original  mem- 


'Friends'  wants  to  plant 
more  trees  in  Richmond 


The  Richmond  District  has 
had  hundreds  of  street  trees 
planted  along  Anza,  Balboa  and 
Cabrillo  streets,  from  Arguello 
Boulevard  to  Ocean  Beach,  by 
the  SF  Department  of  Public 
Works.  The  department  will  take 
care  of  the  trees  for  the  next  three 
years  until  they  can  largely  sur¬ 
vive  on  their  own. 

In  an  effort  to  green  other 
streets  in  the  district,  the  Friends 
of  the  Urban  Forest  (FUF)  is  cur¬ 
rently  organizing  many  areas  of 


the  Richmond  for  neighborhood 
tree-plantings.  The  subsidized 
cost  for  everything  is  $165. 
According  to  Friends,  for  a  city 
resident  to  plant  a  tree  on  their 
own  would  cost  at  least  twice 
that  amount,  costing  about  $150 
just  cut  the  concrete  sidewalk  for 
a  tree  basin. 

For  more  information,  contact 
Suzanne  at  the  Friends  of  the 
Urban  Forest  at  (415)  561-6890, 
ext.  101,  or  e-mail 
suzanne  @  fuf.net. 


On  The  Market! 


Parkside  Home 

Rarely  available  5  br./3  ba.  home. 
Combo  kitchen-family  room.  Views,  deck 
arid  jacuzzi.  Laundry  room.  Steps  to 
shopping,  playground.  Well  maintained! 

Offered  at  $849,000 


REAL  ESTATE  •  SINCE  1945 
Sales  •  Management  •  Loans 
"Full  Service  At  Your  Service" 
4630  Geary  Blvd.  at  10th  Ave. 

752-3600 


bers  now  can’t  imagine  playing 
without  him. 

Stringer  writes  the  lyrics  for 
the  Waste,  being  inspired  by  lyri¬ 
cal  phrases  that  pop  into  his 
head,  combined  with  what  is  cur¬ 
rently  influencing  his  daily  life. 
Song  lyrics  are  also  written  when 
Stringer  improvises  words  during 
practice  and  records  the  ones  that 
feel  right. 

“The  best  feeling  comes  from 
those  spontaneous  times,” 
Stringer  said. 

Nearly  half  of  the  band’s 
songs  are  born  out  of  practice 
sessions. 

“It’s  all  very  organic,  the  way 
it  comes  together,”  Dimmel  said. 

The  Great  Sand  Waste’s  first 
show,  before  Silver  was  in  the 
picture,  was  at  Kimo’s  on  Polk 
Street  after  six  months  of  playing 
together. 

“It’s  the  classic  first-time  band 
spot,”  Stringer  said. 

They  got  a  contact.  Big  Mike, 
through  a  coworker. 

“Big  Mike  got  us  a  big  show,” 
Thompson  said.  “He  opened  up 
the  calendar  and  there  was  a 
spare  Saturday,  so  we  nabbed  it.” 


CAFE  &  DELI 


Quality,  fresh  food  with  a  friendly  touch! 

*Call  us  for  all  of  your  catering  needs! 
*Open  7  Days:  6:30  a.m.  -  5  p.m. 

6000  California  St.#  22nd  Ave.,  Tel.  221-7801 


Quit  Smoking  in  One  Session 

Dr.  Jonathon  D.  Gray  •  Hypnosis 
San  Francisco  •  563-2333 

Addictions  •  Stress  Reduction 
Pain  Control  •  Weight  Control 
Phobias  •  Optimum  Performance 


Alicia. 

Alicia  Wang  for  Supervisor,  District  1 


Eat  Healthier 

_ A 


Recycle 


Vote  for  Alicia  Wang 


All  Great  Choices. 

WWW.VOTEALICIA.COM 

or  Visit  Us  at  5059  Geary  Street 

She  listens  to  the  Voices  of  the  Richmond 

Paid  for  by  Alicia  Wane  for  Supervisor  FPPC  ID  #1302734 
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You  might  not  be  able  to  do 
everything  at  once,  you  can 
however  do  it  all  in  one  place. 


Let  us  help  you  with  that.  The  UPS  Store 


Mailbox  &  Postal  Services 


Moving  &  Packaging  Supplies 


Copying  Services 


Finishing  &  Printing  Services 


5758  Geary  Blvd.  (@22nd  Ave.) 

San  Francisco,  CA  94121 
Mon-  Fri  8:30am-  6:30pm 
Sat  9am-  5pm,  Sun  closed 

©2003  United  Parcel  Service  of  America,  Inc. 


Tel:  (415)750-3738 
Fax:  (415)750- 1819 
store5402@theupsstore.com 


Shipping  Services 
Packaging  Services 


Educational  Exchange 

600  35th  Ave.  •  (415)752-3302 


^  Make 
learning  a  game! 

TREND’S  Flash  Cards 


Proven  effective  fur  learning 
basic  skills!  TREND  has  17  titles 
for  language  arts  and  math, 
including  phonics  and  fractions. 
Self-checking,  quick-sorting 
cards.  Fun  activities 
included  for  .  . 
individual  and 
group  practice. 

shoos  ^0* 


Drop  In! 


The  Park  Presidio  Lions  Club  is  a  non-profit 
organization  serving  residents  in  the  Richmond  District. 

The  members  of  the  Park  Presidio  Lions 
Club  work  to  fulfill  our  mission  -  serving  the 
blind  and  visually  impaired  and  members  of 
our  community.  We  meet  at  the  clubhouse 
at  the  Lincoln  Park  Golf  Course  for  lunch  on 
the  first  Wednesday.  Join  us  to  see  if  our 
service  organization  is  right  for  you. 

For  more  information,  call  831-0461. 


Safeway  at  the  Beach 


Continued  from  page  1 

units. 

However,  she  added  that  it 
was  not  mandatory  or  required  to 
build  a  mixed-use  structure  on 
the  property,  but  that  Safeway 
saw  it  as  an  opportunity  to  ex¬ 
pand.  It  has  not  been  determined 
how  many  housing  units  would 
be  proposed  for  the  Safeway  site. 

Among  the  major  issues 
brought  up  at  the  meeting  were 
concerns  over  noise,  homeless 
people,  panhandling,  criminal  ac¬ 
tivities  in  the  parking  lot,  lack  of 
security  and  potential  Muni  ser¬ 
vice  changes  that  would  affect 
accessibility  to  the  area.  There 
were  also  concerns  over  the  num¬ 
ber  of  parking  spaces  that  would 
be  available  for  shoppers,  along 
with  potential  parking  problems 
for  residents  in  the  area. 

“If  they’re  going  to  put  resi¬ 
dential  housing  on  this  block, 
and  if. there’s  not  sufficient  park¬ 
ing  for  the  shoppers  and  not  suf¬ 
ficient  one-to-one  parking  for 
those  housing  units,  that’s  going 
to  negatively  affect  people  living 
in  the  surrounding  area,”  said 
Maria  Sousa,  chairperson  of 
PAR’s  board  of  directors. 

Addressing  the  parking  con¬ 
cerns  and  the  possibility  of  ob¬ 
structed  views  and  sight  lines  for 
residents  of  the  surrounding  area, 
Mattei  pointed  out  that  the  new 
structure  would  probably  include 
parking  below-ground  or  on  the 
roof  of  the  structure,  and  that  it 
would  not  be  a  huge  high-rise 

Important 

Continued  from  page  1 

but  he  used  our  children  to  make 
a  political  point  in  Washington, 
and  didn’t  consider  the  implica¬ 
tions  of  busing  them  across  town 
with  a  school-assignment  process 
he  was  involved  with  creating,  a 
process  that  has  been  a  disaster 
for  parents  trying  to  get  their  kids 
in  neighborhood  schools. 

It’s  no  wonder,  or  accident, 
that  some  90  percent  of  white 
high  school  students  in  San 
Francisco  go  to  private  schools. 
Last  year,  my  son  applied  for 
several  west  side  high  schools 
and  we  were  lucky  to  get  George 
Washington.  Some  of  my  friends 
weren’t  so  lucky.  Funny  how  you 
have  to  be  “lucky”  to  get  a  good 
local  school  in  this  City. 

Most  parents  have  a  stand-by 
plan,  a  private  school,  in  case 
their  choices  are  rejected. 

Academic  standards  are  not 
the  only  important  criteria  being 
considered  by  parents  looking  for 
a  school.  Transportation  to  a  dis¬ 
tant  school  on  the  east  side  of  the 
City  can  cause  a  hardship,  forc¬ 
ing  youths  to  be  driven,  or  hav¬ 
ing  to  take  several  Muni  buses, 
every  day  just  to  get  to  school. 

Everyone  who  can  afford  it 
has  a  backup  plan.  For  those  who 
can’t  afford  it,  they  are  at  the 
mercy  of  the  arcane  school  as¬ 
signment  process. 

It’s  not  fair  to  ask  a  kid  to 
ride  Muni  for  two  hours  each  day 
just  to  get  to  and  from  school. 

But  that  is  a  part  of  Mar’s 
legacy  on  the  school  board.  All 
in  the  name  of  preserving  diver¬ 
sity. 

We  already  have  diversity, 
with  Russians,  Koreans, 

Japanese,  Chinese,  Pacific 
Islanders  and  many  other  races 
being  represented  in  our  local 
schools.  Mar’s  school  assignment 
policy  drove  down  diversity  by 
helping  drive  most  of  the  city’s 
white  students  into  private 
schools.  (In  fairness  to  Mar,  the 


structure  because  the  property  is 
zoned  with  a  40-foot  height  limit. 

“We  would  probably  be  look¬ 
ing  at  some  form  of  structured 
parking,”  Mattei  said.  “Whether 
we  do  some  underground  parking 
or  whether  we  do  some  rooftop 
parking,  we  are  very  sensitive  to 
the  neighboring  homeowners  and 
residents.  There’s  a  lot  that  will 
go  into  developing  the  site  plan.” 

Mattei  estimated  that  about 
two-thirds  of  the  existing  lot’s 
footprint  would  used  to  build  the 
new  Safeway  store,  with  the  rest 
allocated  to  additional  parking, 
new  housing  units  or  retail  shops. 

“It’s  a  weird  site,”  Mattei  said 
of  the  current  store  design. 
“Safeway  is  stuck  right  in  the 
middle  of  that  parking  lot.  We 
conceptually  looked  at  it  and  said 
we’d  like  to  build  a  new  state-of- 
the-art  Safeway  store  here.  How 
do  we  do  that?  Where  do  we  put 
it?” 

Because  there  is  an  existing 
Muni  bus  layover  station  at  the 
comer  of  La  Playa  and  Cabrillo 
Street,  along  with  several  retail 
shops  along  La  Playa  Street, 
Mattei  said  the  new  Safeway 
store  would  likely  be  built  closer 
to  Fulton  Street. 

One  couple  that  had  lived  in 
the  area  for  the  past  five  years 
voiced  concerns  over  an  on-go- 
ing  problem  with  late  night 
noise,  criminal  activity  and  safe¬ 
ty  issues  surrounding  the 
Safeway  parking  lot. 

“I  think  we  do  need  to  devel¬ 
op  a  security  plan.  I  think  it 

election  in 

root  of  the  problem  preceded  his 
arrival  on  the  school  board.) 

In  June,  the  members  of  the 
Civil  Grand  Jury  issued  a  report 
that  was  highly  critical  of  the 
school  assignment  process  in  San 
Francisco. 

The  headline  for  the  jury’s 
press  release  said:  “The  school 
district’s  computer  driven  diver¬ 
sity  index  defies  description,  dis¬ 
courages  enrollment  in  public 
schools.” 

Students  Used  as  Political 
Pawns 

Mar  has  led  the  charge  to 
eliminate  the  Junior  Officer 
Reserve  Training  Corp  (JROTC) 
program  in  seven  of  the  city’s 
high  schools. 

As  a  member  of  the  school 
board,  he  voted  with  Mark 
Sanchez,  Sarah  Lipset  and  Dan 
Kelly  to  eliminate  the  program  to 
make  a  political  point  in 
Washington  D.C.  about  the  na¬ 
tion’s  “don’t  ask,  don’t  tell”  poli¬ 
cy  toward  gays  serving  in  the 
military.  (Board  member  Norman 
Yee  voted  in  committee  to  kill 
the  program.) 

If  he  wants  to  make  a  point 
about  the  country’s  military  poli¬ 
cies,  that  is  fine.  Send  an  e-mail. 

But  to  use  our  kids  to  make  a 
political  point  is  wrong,  and 
crosses  the  line  of  what’s  accept¬ 
able  by  our  public  officials.  Mar, 
and  three  other  members  of  the 
board,  felt  it  was  OK  to  discrimi¬ 
nate  against  San  Francisco 
school  children  in  the  name  of 
fighting  discrimination. 

We  should  not  support 
Norman  Yee,  who  is  running  for 
re-election  to  the  school  board, 
or  Mark  Sanchez,  who  is  running 
for  supervisor. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  90- 
year-old  JROTC  program  has 
wide  community  support,  but  it 
was  eliminated  anyway. 

It  didn’t  matter  to  Mar  that 
hundreds  of  students,  mostly 
Chinese,  showed  up  to  testify  on 


project 

needs  to  go  into  action.  I  think  it 
needs  to  be  a  joint  effort  between 
Safeway  and  the  police  depart¬ 
ment,”  Mattei  said. 

“Obviously  Safeway’s  the  key 
player  here,  but  everything  is  al¬ 
ways  done  in  conjunction  with 
the  police,  and  so  by  our  next 
meeting  I  would  like  to  hopefully 
come  back  to  you  and  you  will 
have  seen  some  improvements,” 
she  continued.  “That’s  the 
promise  I  will  make  to  you.” 

But  another  long-time  LA 
Playa  resident,  Marilyn  Pearson, 
pointed  out  that  where  the  Muni 
bus  layover  and  turnaround  site 
exists  is  the  same  spot  where  La 
Playa  condominium  residents 
were  promised  a  swimming  pool 
and  gymnasium  by  developers, 
who  never  followed  through  on 
their  promises. 

“You  can’t  help  but  be  a  little 
bit  negative  about  it  all  when  you 
were  promised  the  world  before 
and  gone  through  the  duplicity  of 
it  all  only  to  have  somebody  take 
those  things  away,”  Pearson  said. 

Nevertheless,  Mattei  remained 
positive  about  Safeway’s  future 
plans  for  redeveloping  the  La 
Playa  store  location. 

“We’ll  be  learning  together  as 
we  go  through  the  process,” 
Mattei  said,  adding  that  a  Web 
site  with  further  information  will 
likely  be  available  for  the  public 
in  the  near  future. 

For  updates  on  the  Safeway 
at  the  Beach  project,  visit  the 
PAR  Web  site  at  www.sfpar.org. 

November 

behalf  of  the  program.  It  didn’t 
matter  that  principals,  teachers, 
PTAs  and  parents  supported  the 
1 ,600-student  program. 

Several  weeks  ago,  just  after 
school  ended  for  the  summer,  the 
school  board  added  an  item  to  its 
agenda  at  the  last  possible  mo¬ 
ment  calling  for  the  elimination 
of  the  physical  education  credit 
students  earn  from  taking  the 
course.  Mar  voted  to  eliminate 
the  credit. 

Mar  and  the  other  school 
board  members  were  justifying 
the  vote  by  saying  a  lawsuit  had 
been  threatened  by  the  Pacific 
Advocates.  If  the  lawyers  and 
school  board  are  so  concerned 
about  non-credentialed  teachers 
instructing  various  classes,  why 
didn’t  they  go  after  the  other 
courses  that  get  P.E.  credit,  in¬ 
cluding  band. 

Any  bunch  of  two-bit  lawyers 
in  the  City  can  threaten  legal  ac¬ 
tion,  but  does  that  mean  it  is 
good  public  policy  to  take  action 
detrimental  to  the  health  and 
well-being  of  our  children  be¬ 
cause  of  it? 

Mar  has  also  been  closely 
tracked  by  the  SF  Ethics 
Commission,  which  has  sent  no¬ 
tices  for  missing  10  filing  dead¬ 
lines. 

No,  I  don’t  think  Eric  Mar  has 
the  mettle  to  make  decisions  on 
my  behalf.  His  ambition  to  climb 
the  political  ladder  has  clouded 
his  judgment,  and  put  our  kids  at 
risk. 

He  doesn’t  deserve  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  foul  things  up  as  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Super¬ 
visors.  The  current  crop  is  doing 
a  good  job  of  that  themselves. 

There  are  several  highly-qual¬ 
ified  candidates  running  for 
District  1  supervisor  in  Novem¬ 
ber.  I  urge  you  to  investigate 
their  positions  in  the  coming 
months. 

Paul  Kozakiewicz  is  editor  of 
the  Richmond  Review. 
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Commentary 

Supervisor  Bevan  Dufty 

Go  solar,  save  thousands 


For  most  homeowners  in  San 
Francisco,  the  idea  of  installing 
solar  panels  on  their  rooftops 
seemed  like  a  dream  limited  to 
the  handful  of  people  that  could 
afford  it. 

Today  in  San  Francisco,  less 
than  1,000  of  our  195,000 
rooftops  have  solar  energy  sys¬ 
tems  installed  -  less  than  1  per¬ 
cent.  That’s  why  I  was  very 
proud  to  sponsor  legislation  that 
was  finally  passed  by  the  SF 
Board  of  Supervisors  and  signed 
by  Mayor  Gavin  Newsom  in 
June  to  dramatically  increase  the 
number  of  solar  energy  installa¬ 
tions  in  our  City  through  the  na¬ 
tion’s  largest  municipal  solar  in¬ 
centive  program. 

The  program,  announced  by 
Newsom  and  Tax  Assessor  Phil 
Ting  last  December,  is  called 
GoSolarSF  and  is  managed  and 


funded  by  the  SF  Public  Utilities 
Commission  (SFPUC). 

GoSolarSF  will  offer  incen¬ 
tives  on  solar  panel  installations 
for  residences  from  $3,000  to 
$6,000  and  for  businesses  up  to 
$10,000.  Low-income  house¬ 
holds  and  non-profit,  multi-fami¬ 
ly  housing  developments  can 
qualify  for  even  greater  financial 
incentives. 

With  the  City’s  GoSolarSF 
program,  when  coupled  with  oth¬ 
er  state  rebates  and  federal  tax 
credits,  the  original  net  cost  of 
$20,000  to  $25,000  for  installing 
solar  on  a  single-family  home 
can  be  cut  in  half. 

A  rooftop  solar  installation 
will  increase  your  property  value 
and  dramatically  reduce  your 
utility  bill.  More  importantly, 
you  will  be  doing  your  part  to 
help  the  environment  by  using  a 


clean,  renewable  energy  source. 
Our  goal  in  San  Francisco  over 
the  next  10  years  is  to  produce  55 
megawatts  through  more  than 
15,000  solar  rooftop  installations. 

Prices  on  solar  panels  have 
been  steadily  decreasing  with  the 
advent  of  new  technology,  instal¬ 
lation  methods  have  become 
more  refined  and  less  problemat¬ 
ic  and  the  number  of  rebates  and 
incentive  programs  like  the  one 
offered  by  the  city  of  San 
Francisco  are  bringing  prices  into 
an  affordable  range  for  many. 
With  San  Francisco  already  rec¬ 
ognized  as  a  national  leader  in 
municipal  solar  installations,  it  is 
now  time  to  become  the  national 
leader  in  residential  and  business 
solar  installations  as  well. 

Join  us  in  the  GoSolarSF 
movement  by  visiting  the  Web 
site  at  http://sfwater.org/solarin- 
centive.  You  can  also  call  my  of¬ 
fice  to  learn  about  the  City’s  in¬ 
centive  program  and  how  you 
can  affordably  install  solar  power 
on  your  property. 

Together,  we  can  make  the 
San  Francisco  solar  dream  a  real¬ 
ity. 

Bevan  Dufty  is  a  San 
Francisco  supervisor. 


LIKE  A  GOOD  NEIGHBOR. 
STATE  FARM  IS  THERE.® 

WE  LIVE  WHERE  YOU  LIVE/ 


For  your  Auto,  Home,  Life  and  Health  insurance  needs,  see  one  ot 
these  State  Farm  Agents: 


Ernie  Louie 

2209  Clement  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94121 

415-752-6119 

CA  lie.  #0700879 


LIKE  A  GOOD  NEIGHBOR 


STATI  f  A ■ M 


INSURANCC 


STATE  FARM  IS  THERE 


Providing  Insurance  and  Financial  Services 


Students  graduate,  earn  honors 


This  summer,  a  number  of 
students  hailing  from  the 
Richmond  District  celebrated 
graduations.  Local  students  earn¬ 
ing  their  “sheepskin”  were: 
Sydney  Eve  Meckler  earned  a 
Bachelor  of  Science  degree  in 
psychology  at  Trinity  College; 
Brandon  Loughridge  earned  a 
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  politi¬ 
cal  science  at  Boston  College; 


Adam  Chang  Jiang  earned  a 
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  with  a 
major  in  Asian  studies  and  minor 
in  biology  at  Bowdoin  College; 
Nora  E.  Handsher  earned  a 
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  art 
and  art  history  at  Amherst 
College;  and  Peter  Caldwell 
Obemdorf  earned  a  Bachelor  of 
Arts  degree  in  political  economy 
at  Williams  College. 


In  addition,  other  Richmond 
District  residents  who  made  the 
spring  semester  2008  dean’s  list 
at  their  respective  universities 
are:  Kyle  Gunn-Graffy  at 
Northeastern  University;  Mac¬ 
kenzie  H.  Moll  at  Connecticut 
College;  Sodam  Kim  at  DePaul 
University;  and  Svetlana  Guz  at 
Clark  University. 


Local  playwright's  operetta  to  open 


Richmond  District  playwright 
Gary  Aylesworth  has  collaborat¬ 
ed  with  Peter  Newton  to  create  a 
new  play,  “The  Ballad  of  Edgar 
Cayce.” 

The  “bluegrass  operetta”  will 


be  performed  by  Construction 
Crew  Theater  at  A  Traveling 
Jewish  Theater,  located  at  470 
Florida  St.,  from  Aug.  8  through 
Aug.  30.  Shows  will  be  per¬ 
formed  Thursdays  through 


Sundays. 

For  more  information,  go  to 
the  Web  site  at  www.construc- 
tioncrewtheater.com. 


JULIE  REBER 

415.609.3677 

www.juliereber.com 


- 


Your  realtor,  your  neighbor  and  your  trusted  market  expert. 


District  1  sales  of  2-4  units  from  May  2007 
had  8  sales  with  average  sales  price  of  $  1 ,625,000. 
May  2008  had  1 3  sales  with  average 
sales  price  of  $1,425,000. 


To  date  this  year,  only  six  lenders  have  failed  and 
the  Federal  Deposit  Insurance  Corporation  (FDIC) 
has  only  90  banks  on  its  "watch"  list, 
compared  with  575  banks  in  1 994. 


Over  the  past  year,  the  average  rent  for  a  San 
Francisco  apartment  climbed  9.6%  to  $  1,926/month. 


Please  visit  www.pickensplan.com  to  learn  about  a 
new  energy  concept  that  will  REDUCE  our 
dependence  on  foreign  oil!! 


Looking  to  volunteer?  Get  involved  at  your  local 
YMCA;  located  at  360  18th  Avenue. 


For  more  information  and  the  latest  marketing 
statistics,  please  log  onto  www.juliereber.com 


...  because  CITIKIDS 
has  everything 
for  your  baby; 
strollers,  car  seats, 
furniture,  clothing 
and  more,  all 
under  one  roof! 
Plus,  CITIKIDS  offers 
selection,  quality 
and  service  at 
competitive 
prices.  So,  come 
to  CITIKIDS  first, 
where  it's  really 
fun  to  shop. 


CITIKIDS  nO 


cq  < 

P  JH 
^  < 

id  Argi 
/e.  Blv 

ello 

d. 

Clement  St. 

Geary  Blvd. 

Free 

Parkinc 

1  in  Fron 

t  of  Store! 

•  1 52  Clement  Street 

at  3rd  Avenue 

San  Francisco,  CA  94118 

•  Call:  415-752-3837 

•  OPEN:  Mon-Sat  10  to  6 
Sunday  11  to  5 


Fashions  •  Baby  Needs  •  Toys  •  Gifts 
Nursery  Furniture  •  Car  Seats  •  Strollers  •  Bedding 


Salads 
Wine 
Beer 
Desserts 
Soft  Drinks 


OCEAN  BEACH 


Lottery  Tickets 

SANDWICHES  IN  TOE  RICHMOND  DISTRICT” 
Fresh-baked  bread  daily! 


“BEST ! 


DAILY  SAMDWICH  SPECIALS 

MONDAY:  MEAT  LOAF  W/MELTEO  CHEDDAR  CHEESE 
TUESDAY:  TURKEY,  BACOH  W/CHEDDAR  CHEESE 
WEDNESDAY:  SPICY  PULLED  PORK 

THURSDAY:  ROASTED  CHICKEN  BREAST,  BACON  W/MELTED  SWISS 
FRIDAY:  MEATBALL 

SATURDAY:  FRESH  ROASTED  TURKEY  BREAST  W/MELTED  JACK  CHEESE 
SUNDAY:  HONEY  PEPPER  TURKEY  W/SWISS  CHEESE 


734  La  Playa  •  221-2031 

OPEN  7  DAYS:  Monday-Saturday  8:30  a.m.-6  p.m.  •  Sunday  10  a.m.-4:30  p.m 


j$70FfAHY  SANDWICH 


w/coupon.  Expires  8/31708 
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Real  Estate 

John  M.  Lee 


How  to  tell  market  bottom 


I  was  asking  my  financial  ad¬ 
visor  this  past  month  if  the  stock 
market  had  bottomed  out  yet,  and 
if  this  was  the  right  time  to  invest 
in  stocks.  He  turned  the  question 
around  on  me  and  asked  if  we 
have  seen  the  bottom  of  the  real 
estate  market  yet.  His  whole  in¬ 
vestment  strategy  has  been  to  di¬ 
versify  a  client’s  assets  and  he 
needed  to  know  how  to  advise 
his  clients  properly. 

We  all  know  that  real  estate, 
like  every  other  investment  vehi¬ 
cle,  operates  in  cycles  and  they 
are  all  inter-related  to  a  certain 
extent.  When  the  stock  market 
goes  down,  the  public  feels  poor¬ 
er,  the  economy  suffers,  and  buy¬ 
ers  do  not  want  to  commit  to  a 
large  financial  obligation  like  a 
mortgage.  The  real  estate  market 
usually  slows  down  as  well. 

Typically,  real  estate  is  a  lag¬ 
ging  economic  indicator,  mean¬ 
ing  we  can  watch  the  leading 
economic  indicators,  such  as  the 
stock  market,  consumer  confi¬ 
dence  polls,  housing  starts,  facto¬ 
ry  orders  and  employment  rates, 
for  directions  as  to  how  the  real 
estate  market  will  behave. 

If  we  were  to  analyze  real  es¬ 
tate  data,  what  should  we  be 
watching  out  for?  Real  estate  is 
very  localized,  so  the  statistics 
must  be  examined  for  different 


areas.  For  example,  despite  all 
the  bad  news  you  read  in  the 
news,  the  National  Association 
of  Realtors  reported  that  median 
prices  in  about  a  third  of  the 
country’s  metropolitan  areas  are 
actually  higher  than  a  year  ago! 
So  be  careful  and  focus  on  the  lo¬ 
cation  you  are  interested  in  for 
analysis.  Following  are  some 
signs  you  should  watch  out  for: 

Listing  inventory  -  Real  estate 
is  all  about  supply  and  demand, 
with  more  supply  and  less  de¬ 
mand,  prices  go  down.  So  look  at 
the  listing  inventory.  We  know 
that  in  areas  of  high  numbers  of 
distress  sales,  such  as  foreclo¬ 
sures  and  short  sales,  the  number 
of  homes  for  sale  goes  way  up, 
leading  to  more  competition  and 
lower  prices. 

Median  home  prices  -  Look  at 
median  home  price  trends. 

Before  the  market  can  rebound, 
the  rate  of  price  decreases  should 
be  slowing  with  every  reporting 
period. 

Days  on  the  market  - 
Examine  how  long  it  takes  for  a 
home  to  be  on  the  market  before 
selling.  If  it  takes  longer,  it  is  re¬ 
flecting  a  slower  market  and 
most  likely  lower  prices.  If 
homes  sell  quickly,  there  is  more 
demand,  resulting  in  higher 
prices. 


District-wide  cleanup 


Volunteers  working  with  the 
city’s  Community  Clean  Team 
scoured  the  Richmond  District 
luly  12,  working  to  clean  Ocean 
Beach,  Park  Presidio  and  Geary 
boulevards,  and  the  Argonne 
Community  Garden.  A  focus  at 
the  beach  was  removing  graffiti 
from  the  seawall. 

The  clean  team  is  comprised 
of  volunteers  from  the  SF 


Department  of  Public  Works, 
National  Parks  Service,  Golden 
Gate  National  Parks 
Conservancy,  SF  Recreation  and 
Park  Department,  SF  Parks  Trust, 
Green  Connect  and  the  SF 
Unified  School  District.  Sunset 
Scavenger  provide  several  large 
trash  bins  for  the  drop-off  of  re¬ 
cyclable  and  bulky  items. 


Dance  studio  expands 


The  Genesis  dance  studio  at 
404  Clement  St.,  run  by  Edyta 
Sliwinska  and  Alec  Mazo,  two 
stars  on  the  television  program 
“Dancing  with  the  Stars,”  has 
opened  a  second  location  in 
Walnut  Creek. 

Mazo  was  the  winning  dancer 
in  the  television  show’s  first  sea¬ 
son,  and  Sliwinska  was  a  semi-fi¬ 
nalist  last  season.  Genya  Mazo,  a 
U.S.  champion  dancer  who  also 


dances  on  “Dancing  with  the 
Stars,”  is  also  on  staff. 

The  dancers  at  Genesis  are 
planning  to  tour  the  state  urging 
youth  to  live  healthier  and  to  find 
activities  they  like  as  part  of  the 
Presidential  Fitness  Challenge. 
Youth  are  encouraged  to  exercise 
at  least  30  minutes  to  one  hour  a 
day,  five  days  a  week,  to  stay 
healthy. 


Richmond  Homes  Sold  in  July* 


Address 

BR 

BA 

Square  Ft. 

Price 

666  29th  Ave. 

2 

1.00 

1,325 

$666,800 

562  44th  Ave. 

4 

2.00 

1,600 

820,000 

579  23rd  Ave. 

3 

1.00 

1,360 

870,000 

742  27th  Ave. 

.  2 

1.00 

1,325 

930,000 

321  12th  Ave. 

3 

1.00 

1,202 

980,000 

567  47th  Ave. 

2 

1.00 

1,494 

1,075,000 

4146  Fulton  St. 

4 

3.50 

2,000 

1,100,000 

2620  Cabrillo  St. 

5 

3.00 

2,300 

1,178,000 

515  10th  Ave. 

4 

3.50 

3,307 

2,420,000 

*  Partial  listing  of  homes  sold  in  the  Richmond  District.  Source:  M.L.S. 


Affordability  -  With  interest 
rates  hovering  where  they  have 
been  for  the  past  couple  of  years, 
and  median  home  prices  drop¬ 
ping,  the  affordability  index  (de¬ 
fined  as  the  percentage  of  house¬ 
holds  in  the  area  that  can  afford 
to  purchase  the  median  price 
home)  has  been  going  up,  mean¬ 
ing  that  a  larger  proportion  of  the 
population  can  now  afford  to 
purchase  a  home.  Most  people 
prefer  to  own  rather  than  rent, 
thus  there  is  usually  a  positive 
movement  toward  purchases. 

Unemployment  -  If  people 
feel  uncomfortable  with  the  secu¬ 
rity  of  their  jobs,  they  will  not 
feel  comfortable  purchasing  a 
home.  So,  if  the  unemployment 
rate  is  going  up,  we  probably 
have  not  hit  bottom  yet.  With  the 
availability  of  jobs,  people  will 
will  feel  more  secure  and  start 
looking  for  homes  to  five  in. 

If  we  examine  these  five  fac¬ 
tors  in  our  area  currently,  we  see 
a  mixed  bag.  Our  listing  invento¬ 
ry  is  lower  than  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year,  homes  are  more  af¬ 
fordable,  and  median  prices  are 


falling  a  little.  However,  it  does 
take  a  little  longer  to  sell  a  home 
and  the  unemployment  rate  is  ris¬ 
ing  slightly. 

Overall,  our  indicators  are  not 
so  bad,  meaning  we  may  have 
seen  the  worse  of  this  economic 
downturn  in  real  estate.  Most  of 
the  experts  I  have  spoken  to 
agree  that  we  will  either  hit  bot¬ 
tom  in  late  2009  or  early  2010, 
when  our  nation  gets  through  this 
subprime  mortgage  problem. 

But,  with  every  problem  there 


are  opportunities,  so  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  this  real  estate  cycle. 
Enhance  your  investment  strate¬ 
gy  by  buying  low  and  selling 
high.  There  are  opportunities  in 
the  market  right  now. 

John  M.  Lee  is  a  broker  at 
Pacific  Union,  specializing  in 
the  Richmond  and  Sunset  dis¬ 
tricts.  For  questions  about  real 
estate,  call  him  at  (415)  447- 
6231  or  e-mail 
johnlee@isellsf.com. 


Business  Line  of  Credit 


Well  Make 
You  A  Star 

As  your  businesses  grow, 
its  financial  needs 
become  more  complex. 
Bank  of  the  Orient  offers  a 
wide  array  of  services  and 
tools  to  help  you  become 
a  star  in  your  field. 

Please  visit  your  local 
Bank  of  the  Orient 
branch  to  find  out  more. 


www.bankorient.com 


Bankofthe  Orient 

Service  Strengthened  by  Over  35  Years  of  Financial  Expertise 


Customer  Service  Center 

1.800.881.2686 

9:00  a.m.  to  5  00  p.m.  (PST) 


San  Francisco 
233  Sansome  Street 
415.338.0843 

San  Ramon 
9100Alcosta  Boulevard 
925.560.9370 


San  Francisco 
1023  Stockton  Street 
415.338.0879 


San  Francisco 
317  Sixth  Avenue 
415.338.0809 


San  Francisco 
2001  Irving  Street 
415.338.0600 


Oakland 
360  Twelfth  Street 
510.834.0731 


Millbrae 

500  Broadway  Avenue 
650.259.3388 


City  of  Industry 
18605  E.  Gale  Avenue 
626.912.8030 


Honolulu 
765  Bishop  Street 
808.543.3700 


Honolulu 

2851  E.  Manoa  Road 
808.973.4500  A 


FDICt=t 


John  Kirkpatrick 

(415)  412-0559 

John  @  johnkirkpatrick.com 
www.johnkirkpatrick.com 


Top  Individual  Producer 

in  San  Franciscols  Largest  Office 


ATRI 


COLOUieU. 

BANKCRQ 


John  Kirkpatrick  is  one  of  the  top 
professionals  representing  San  Francisco 
homes  and  investment  properties. 

John  is  a  marketing  expert  with  a  strong 
professional  and  academic  background. 
Dedication  to  detail  and  hard  work  have 
enabled  John  to  earn  an  exceptional 
reputation.  John  wins  clients  through 
proven  results;  achievements  consistently 
exceed  client  expectations. 


Address 

BD 

BA 

PK 

List  Price 

Sold  Price 

579  23rd  Ave. 

3 

1 

2 

$879,000 

$870,000 

742  27th  Ave. 

2 

1 

2 

$925,000 

$930,000 

4146  Fulton  St. 

4 

3.5 

1 

$1,295,000 

$1,100,000 

2620  Cabrillo  St. 

5 

3 

1 

$1,139,000 

$1,178,000 

562  44th  Ave. 

4 

2 

1 

$799,000 

$820,000 

681  47th  Ave. 

2 

1 

1 

$875,000 

$875,000 

567  47th  Ave. 

2 

1 

2 

$975,000 

$1,075,000 

535-537  14th  Ave. 

2  units 

$1,399,500 

$1,360,000 

3342-3348  Anza  St. 

4  units 

$1,280,000 

$1,360,000 

Source:  SFMLS 


The  TRI  Coldwell  Banker  agent  who  sold  the  most  San  Francisco  properties  companywide  in  2007. 


August  2008 


The  Richmond  Review  •  13 


- - - 

A  ' golden '  day 


Photo  courtesy  of  Greg  Gaar  collection 

This  photograph  shows  the  grand  opening  of  the  Golden  Gate  Bridge  in  1937.  Flying  boats  soar  overhead  while  traffic  lines  up  on 
Doyle  Drive.  In  the  background  the  Richmond  District,  Golden  Gate  Park  and  the  Sunset  District  are  visible. 


The 

RICHMOND  REVIEW 

Featuring: 

is 

•  The  latest  issues  of  the 

Richmond  Review  and 

ONLINE! 

The  Richmond  Review  is  also  available  at: 

Sunset  Beacon  newspapers 

•  Political  Action  Center 

with  e-mail  links  to 
elected  representatives 

•  Merchant’s  Directory 

Anza  Branch  Library 

•  Links  to  neighborhood 

Richmond/Sen.  Milton  Marks  Branch  Library  -  Closed 
Presidio  Branch  Library 

organizations 

RACK:  Clement/8th  Avenue 

RACK:  Laurel  Village  Shopping  Center  (Peet’s) 

•  Archives  of  back  issues 

RACK:  Balboa  Street/37th  Avenue 

RACK:  V.A.  Medical  Center,  Clement/42nd  Avenue 

•  Advertising  information 

www.sfrichmondreview.com 

Serving  the  Richmond  District  since  1988 
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Now  Open 


Clement  Pharmacy 

1922  Clement  St.  (btwn.  20th/21st  aves.) 

(415)  387-3000 

Bernard  D.  Rung  RPh. 

Tina  T.  Diep,  Pharm.  D. 

•  Compounding  Prescriptions 

•  Most  Insurances  Accepted 

•  Free  Delivery 

•  Lowest  Prices  in  Town 

•  Fill  Prescription  in  15  Minutes 

•  Friendly  and  Courteous 
Pharmacist  Greets  and  Helps  You 

•  Free  Gifts 


Open  Mon.-Fri.  9am-7pm;  Sat.  1 0am-5pm 


Need  Expert  Professional 

Real  Estate  Services? 


Call  John  Lee  today 
for  a  free  consultation: 


(415)447-6231 


As  your  Trusted  Advisor 

I  will  listen  carefully  to  all  your  real  estate  needs  and  desires, 
and  share  with  you  my  experience,  perspective,  and  expertise. 


As  your  Skilled  Negotiator 

I  will  help  you  explore  all  options.  I  will  respect  your 
confidentiality.  I  will  steadfastly  represent  your  best  interests. 

As  your  Expert  Facilitator 

I  will  assemble,  coordinate,  and  assist  your  team  of  service 
providers.  I  will  lead  your  transaction  to  a  successful  close. 


Smart.  Empathic. 
Experienced.  Dedicated. 


PACIFIC 

UNION 


Serving  as  your  local  newspaper  columnist  for  the  past  15  years! 


PLEASE  CHECK  OUT 
OUR  WEBSITES 

WWW.GEARYBLVD.ORG 

Direct  links  to  various 
neighborhood  merchants 
and  community  resources 

WWW.SA  VEGEARYBL  VD.  COM 

The  merchants’  concerns  over 
the  SF  MTA’s  plan  to  put 
Bus  Rapid  Transit  (BRT)  down 
the  center  of  Geary  Boulevard 


August  Calendar  of  Events 


1-10 

Health  Care  Forum: 

Assemblymembers  Fiona  Ma 
and  Mark  Leno  are  holding  a 
meeting  to  discuss  future  of 
single-payer  health  care  in 
California,  Mission  Cultural 
Center,  2868  Mission  St., 
Saturday,  Aug.  2,  3  p.m.,  free 
For  more  information,  call  695- 
7891. 

Aloha  Festival:  Experience  the 
Pacific  Rim  without  leaving  the 
Bay  Area  at  the  14th  annual  SF 
Aloha  Festival,  featuring  live 
music  and  dance  performances, 
authentic  island  food,  games, 
crafts,  canoe  racing  and  more, 
Presidio  Parade  Grounds, 
Lincoln  Boulevard  and  Graham 
Street,  Saturday,  Aug.  2  and 
Sunday,  Aug.  3,  10  a.m.  to  5 
p.m.,  free.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  281-0221. 

Summer  Pottery  and  Craft 
Sale:  Hundreds  of  hand-crafted 
ceramics,  jewelry  and  glass  art¬ 
works  will  be  on  sale  with  pro¬ 
ceeds  benefiting  the  Sharon  Art 
Studio,  an  inter-generational 
community  center  for  the  arts. 
Golden  Gate  Park,  next  to 
Children’s  Playground  and 
Sharon  Meadow,  Sunday,  Aug. 
3,  11  a.m.  to  5  p.m.,  free  admis¬ 
sion.  For  more  information,  call 
753-7005. 

Mystery  Story:  Hear  the  story 
of  the  “zebra  murders”  that  ter¬ 
rorized  the  City  in  the  winter  of 
1973-1974,  which  will  soon  be 
made  into  a  motion  picture, 
hosted  by  former  Police  Chief 
Earl  Saunders,  Ingleside 
Branch  Library,  1649  Ocean 
Ave.,  Wednesday,  Aug.  6,  5:30 
p.m.  to  6:30  p.m.,  free.  For 
more  information,  call  557- 
4277. 

Yoga  for  Kids:  Children  ages  5 
and  younger  can  explore  yoga 
poses,  cooperative  games, 
breathing,  relaxation  exercises 
and  self  expression,  Presidio 
Branch  Library,  3150 
Sacramento  St.,  Thursday,  Aug. 
7,  2  p.m.,  free.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  557-4277. 

Arts  and  Crafts  Club:  Youths 
ages  8  to  12  are  invited  to  learn 
a  different  fun  craft  each  week 
at  the  Ortega  Branch  Library, 
3223  Ortega  St.,  Thursday, 

Aug.  7,  3  p.m.,  free.  For  more 
information,  call  355-5700. 

California  Native  Plant 
Society  Meeting:  The  Yerba 
Buena  Chapter  welcomes  Craig 
Dawson,  who  will  tell  of  dis¬ 
coveries  found  during  habitat 
management  efforts  at  the  Mt. 
Sutro  Open  Space  Reserve, 
County  Fair  Building,  Ninth 
Avenue  and  Lincoln  Way, 
Golden  Gate  Park,  Thursday, 
Aug.7,  workshop  at  6  p.m.,  lec¬ 
ture  at  7:30  p.m.,  free.  For  more 
information,  call  752-7031. 

Lincoln  Park  Playground 
Workday:  The  public  is  invited 
to  join  the  Friends  of  Lincoln 
Park,  Recreation  and  Park 
Department  and  Neighborhood 
Parks  Council  by  volunteering 
to  help  replace  playground  sand 
and  ensuring  a  safe,  clean  place 
for  children,  34th  Avenue  and 


Clement  Street,  Saturday,  Aug. 
9,  9  a.m.  to  noon.  For  more  in¬ 
formation  or  to  RS  VP,  call  62 1  - 
3260. 

b. 

Singletarians’  Potluck:  Men 

and  women  aged  45  years  and 
older  who  enjoy  socializing  are 
invited  to  bring  an  entree  or  sal¬ 
ad  for  six  to  eight  people.  First 
Unitarian  Church,  1187 
Franklin  St.,  Sunday,  Aug.  10, 
1:30  p.m.,  $2  donation.  For 
more  information,  call  922- 
3033. 

11-17 

Bowling  for  Charity:  The  15th 
annual  “fun  day”  bowling 
event,  hosted  by  state  Sen. 
Leland  Yee  and  featuring  ar¬ 
cade  games  and  lunch,  will  be 
held  to  benefit  the  Janet 
Pomeroy  Center,  Serra  Bowl  in 
Daly  City,  Wednesday,  Aug. 

13,  10:30  a.m.  to  2:30  p.m.  For 
more  information,  call  Cindy 
Blackstone  at  (415)  665-4100, 
ext.  1252. 

Balto:  Youths  aged  six  and  old¬ 
er  are  welcome  to  hear'  the  sus¬ 
penseful  and  courageous  true 
story  of  Balto,  the  half-husky, 
half-wolf  who  led  a  team  of 
sled  dogs  through  a  blizzard  to 
deliver  a  fife-saving  anti-toxin 
to  Alaska  in  1925,  Sunset 
Branch  Library,  1305  18th 
Ave.,  Thursday,  Aug.  14,  10:30 
a.m.,  free.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  or  reservations,  call  355- 
2818. 

Blood  Pressure  Screening: 

Individuals  can  find  out  their 
blood  pressure  and  get  informa¬ 
tion  about  other  conditions  it 
can  cause,  including  heart  dis¬ 
ease,  stroke  and  kidney  failure. 
Community  Health  Resource 
Center,  2100  Webster  St.,  Ste. 
100,  Friday,  Aug.  15,  1  p.m.  to 
2  p.m.,  free.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  923-3155. 

Dahlia  Society  Exhibition: 

Blooms  from  private  gardens 
and  the  Dahlia  Dell  in  the  park 
will  be  on  display,  Hall  of 
Flowers,  Golden  Gate  Park, 
Ninth  Avenue  and  Lincoln 
Way,  Saturday,  Aug.  16  and 
Sunday,  Aug.  17,  10  a.m.  to  5 
p.m.,  free.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  681-5638. 

18-24 

Pregnancy  Preparation 
Program:  Learn  basic  informa¬ 
tion  to  prepare  for  an  optimum 
pregnancy,  including  diet,  exer¬ 
cise  and  maintaining  positive 
emotional  and  physical  health 
before,  during  and  after  con¬ 
ception,  UCSF  Women’s 
Health  Center,  2356  Sutter  St., 
third  floor,  Ste.  J3-08,  Tuesday, 
Aug.  19,  6:30  p.m.  to  8:30 
p.m.,  $25  per  couple.  For  more 
information,  call  353-2667. 

Earthquake  Preparedness: 

The  public  is  invited  to  learn 
how  to  take  precautions  to 
lessen  the  damage  from  an 
earthquake  at  home  or  work, 
Parkside  Branch  Library,  1200 
Taraval  St.,  Wednesday,  Aug. 
20,  7  p.m.  to  8  p.m.,  free.  For 
more  information,  call  557- 
4277. 


Amateur  Astronomers’ 
Lecture:  Join  Santa  Rosa 
Junior  College  physics  instruc¬ 
tor  Lynda  Williams  for  a  pre¬ 
sentation  about  the  current  state 
of  space  debris  and  a  look  at 
possible  future  scenarios, 
Randall  Museum,  199  Museum 
Way,  Wednesday,  Aug.  20,  7:30 
p.m.,  free.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  554-9600. 

Gardening  Workshop:  SF 

Botanical  Garden’s  curator  Dr. 
Don  Mahoney  explains  propa¬ 
gation  methods  for  amateur 
gardeners  and  leads  hands-on 
practice  for  taking  cuttings  and 
sowing  seeds,  San  Francisco 
Botanical  Garden  at  Strybing 
Arboretum,  Golden  Gate  Park, 
Ninth  Avenue  and  Lincoln 
Way,  Saturday,  Aug.  23,  9  a.m. 
to  12:30  p.m.,  $30  general  pub¬ 
lic.  For  more  information,  call 
661-1316. 

Baroque  Music  Concert:  The 

St.  James  Community  Learning 
Center  presents  “Going 
Baroque,”  which  will  include 
works  from  Bach,  St.  James 
Episcopal  Church  of  San 
Francisco,  4620  California  St., 
Sunday,  Aug.  24,  4  p.m.  For 
more  information,  call  412- 
6723. 

25-31 

Mystery  Writers  Panel:  Four 
San  Francisco  mystery  writers 
talk  about  their  books,  give  ad¬ 
vice  on  how  to  get  published 
and  answer  audience  questions. 
West  Portal  Library,  190  Lenox 
Way,  Tuesday,  Aug.  26,  6:30 
p.m.,  free.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  355-2886. 

Poetry  Reading:  Poetry  is  cel¬ 
ebrated  with  former  SF  poet 
laureate  Jack  Plirschman,  local 
district  residents  will  read  their 
original  poems  reflecting  San 
Francisco’s  diversity  and  cul¬ 
ture,,  Anza  Branch  Library,  550 
37th  Ave.,  Wednesday,  Aug. 

27,  7  p.m.  to  8  p.m.,  free.  For 
more  information,  call  557- 
4277. 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 


Editor: 

Your  editorial  in  favor  of  the  JROTC 
program  (July  2008)  missed  the  mark  on 
several  points.  First,  the  high  school  pro¬ 
gram  does  not  lead  directly  to  being  an  of¬ 
ficer  if  a  student  joins  the  military  upon 
graduation.  Such  a  student  simply  gets  a 
promotion  from  private  E-l  to  private  E-2 
upon  completion  of  basic  training.  If  a  stu¬ 
dent  wants  to  become  an  officer,  he  must 
either  go  on  to  the  college  ROTC  program 
or  be  accepted  to  and  graduate  from 
Officers  Candidate  School  (OCS)  while  in 
the  military. 

Second,  JROTC  is  not  simply  a  leader¬ 
ship  program.  In  2000,  General  Eric  K. 
Shinseki,  then  chief  of  staff  of  the  United 
States  Army,  testified  to  Congress  and 
JROTC  students,  saying:  “Thirty  percent 
of  them  end  up  joining  the  Army 
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/JROTC).” 

JROTC  is  a  military  recruiting  program. 
I  graduated  from  Galileo  High  School  in 
1966  as  a  first  lieutenant  in  JROTC,  and  I 
recall  that  out  of  five  of  my  friends  in 
JROTC  (four  of  whom  were  Chinese),  four 
joined  the  military  and  three  went  to 
Vietnam.  Why?  Because  JROTC  taught  us 
military  beliefs  and  values  -  including  ab¬ 
solute  trust  and  obedience  to  authority 
rather  than  critical  thinking  -  and  filled  us 
with  heroic  images  of  infantrymen  in  com¬ 
bat,  helicopters  flying  overhead,  etc.,  just 
like  in  the  recruiting  posters.  Local  advo¬ 
cates  may  claim  that  JROTC  is  “not  a  re¬ 
cruiting  program,”  but  common  sense  tells 
us  that  the  Army  would  not  spend  money 
and  resources  on  a  program  unless  it  gets 
something  back  from  it.  What  it  gets  is 
new  recruits  -  our  children. 

Lastly,  neither  the  peace  movement  nor 
JROTC  opponents  “mock  the  men  and 
women  who  serve.”  On  March  1,  2006,  the 
military  newspaper  “Stars  and  Stripes”  re¬ 
ported  that  “72  percent  of  troops  on  the 
ground  in  Iraq  think  U.S.  military  forces 
should  get  out  of  the  country  within  a  year, 
according  to  a  Zogby  poll.” 

If  we  truly  support  the  troops,  we 
should  listen  to  what  they  say.  As  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Veterans  for  Peace,  I  work  closely 
with  Iraq  Veterans  Against  the  War  and 
with  active-duty  soldiers.  Two  weeks  ago, 

I  was  in  Texas  talking  to  soldiers  from  Fort 
Hood.  They  report  that  sentiment  against 
the  war  continues  to  run  high  and  many 
soldiers  simply  want  out.  We  support  the 
troops,  which  is  exactly  why  we  oppose 
using  and  abusing  them  in  wars  for  oil. 
Michael  Wong 

Editor: 

I  happened  to  walk  by  Argonne 
Elementary  School  on  1 8th  Avenue  where 
a  kick-off  for  Eric  Mar’s  bid  for  District  1 
supervisor  was  in  progress.  At  the  door, 
two  young  girls  were  being  redirected  to 
the  back  of  the  school  where  students  were 
gathered  to  protest  Eric  Mar’s  attempt  to 
abolish  the  JROTC  program  from  City 
schools.  The  students’  protest  was  held 
out  of  sight  from  the  Eric  Mar  rally.  Why 
were  the  students  banished  to  another  site 
instead  of  being  allowed  to  be  near  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  their  protest? 

I  talked  to  a  retired  police  officer  who 
was  there  to  support  the  students.  He  was 
an  original  gang  task  force  member  and 
was  one  of  the  first  officers  responding  to 
the  tragic  gang-related  Golden  Dragon 
massacre  in  Chinatown  a  few  years  back. 
He  has  first-hand  knowledge  that  members 
of  JROTC  played  a  large  role  in  the  Task 
Force’s  successful  reduction  of  gang  activ¬ 
ities  in  Chinatown.  He  said  the  JROTC  is 
an  organizational  role  model  that  has  al¬ 
lowed  some  who  would  be  in  a  gang  to 
find  another  outlet.  It  would  follow  that 
Mar  should  work  to  support  JROTC  as  a 
positive  force  for  the  community  rather 
than  expend  time  and  effort  to  eliminate 
the  program. 

I  understand  Mar’s  attack  on  the 
JROTC  is  based  on  an  amorphous,  utopi¬ 
an,  anti-military  mindset  in  which  the 
JROTC  is  seen  as  a  recruitment  source  for 
naive  kids.  Let’s  give  our  students  some 
credit  for  having  judgment  to  determine 
their  own  destiny,  even  if  some  choose  to 
join  the  military.  The  military  has  often 
been  overlooked  as  an  instrument  to  pro¬ 
mote  peace  or  to  save  lives  when  a  natural 


disaster  occurs,  such  as  hurricane  Katrina. 

It  has  also  been  a  vehicle  by  which  disad¬ 
vantaged  kids  find  gainful  employment 
while  serving  our  country  in  myriad  ways 
and  often  acquiring  life-long  skills.  As  to 
Mar’s  anti-military  stand,  what  an  insult  to 
all  the  good  men  and  women  who  have 
served  in  the  military  and  the  many  who 
gave  their  lives  for  our  country.  Our  ener¬ 
gies  are  better  employed  in  efforts  to  re¬ 
duce  the  inequalities  and  sufferings  that 
give  rise  to  the  need  for  a  military. 

Margie  Hom-Brown 

Editor: 

Your  commentary  “Save  Valuable 
Youth  Program”  (Sunset  Beacon,  July 
2008)  was  actually  an  editorial  statement 
advocating  specific  action. 

In  my  opinion,  it  is  laudable  to  advocate 
for  a  cause.  However,  you  offer  the  reader 
of  your  community  newspaper  language 
that  appeals  to  the  emotions  and  attacks 
the  character  of  some  school  board  mem¬ 
bers  (“sneaky  measure,”  “sleazy  maneu¬ 
vering,”  “cowardly  vote,”  “willing  to  sell 
out”).  That’s  rhetoric  that  diminishes  your 
editorial. 

In  my  opinion,  the  issue  addressed  by 
your  editorial  would  be  better  served  by  a 
debate.  You  are  part  of  the  community  me¬ 
dia,  right?  If  you  want  to  change  minds, 
debate  an  issue  within  the  community  and 
refrain  from  disparaging  people  who  don’t 
agree  with  you  unless  you  think  Rush 
Limbaugh  has  a  good  thing  going. 
Juxtaposing  real  opposing  points  of  view 
in  your  paper  instead  of  putting  down  the 
opposition  gamers  more  respect  for  your 
newspaper  and  your  cause. 

In  a  debate,  someone  may  point  out  that 
your  editorial  contains  generalizations.  For 
example,  “student  participants...  gain  self 
respect  and  the  confidence  to  become  lead¬ 
ers  in  our  military  and  our  society  at  large” 
doesn’t  make  sense.  What  sort  of  educa¬ 
tion  or  life  experiences  makes  a  leader? 
Taking  a  JROTC  class?  And  the  sentence, 
“The  other  98  percent  leant  life  skills  that 
serve  them  well”  is  not  a  guarantee  and  is 
confusing.  Are  you  suggesting  a  life  skill 
which  values  blind  obedience  to  authority 
without  personal  responsibility  for  ones’ 
actions  is  a  good  thing? 

In  a  debate,  someone  may  want  to  know 
why  students  earn  physical  education  cred¬ 
its  for  JROTC?  Isn’t  this  special  treatment 
for  a  select  group?  Whose  idea  was  it? 

In  my  opinion,  information  about  the 
history  of  the  JROTC  program  in  the  SF 
School  System  might  help  a  reader  under¬ 
stand  the  issue.  How  and  when  did  it  start? 
Whose  idea  was  it?  What  was  the  original 
purpose? 

In  my  opinion,  the  fact  that  a  measure 
to  save  JROTC  seeks  qualification  for  the 
November  ballot  is  a  good  thing.  However, 
who  is  going  to  educate  citizens  about  the 
issue  and  what’s  really  in  the  ballot  mea¬ 
sure?  Civic-minded  citizens  (that  includes 
students)  need  high-quality  information  to 
make  a  good  decision.  A  debate  that 
avoids  personal  attacks,  simple  generaliza¬ 
tions  and  answers  questions  does  just  that 
and  is  the  citizen  thing  to  do. 

Herb  Mintz 

Editor: 

This  is  more  than  political.  This  is  an 
anti-military  action  by  the  liberal  SF 
School  Board.  Their  argument  is  directed 
towards  the  obesity  issue  of  the  student 
population,  saying  since  students  are  get¬ 
ting  obese,  we  must  get  rid  of  JROTC  and 
replace  it  with  physical  education  classes. 

It  is  a  very  weak  argument. 

When  asked  about  the  numbers  of 
obese  youth  in  the  group  that  were  in  the 
JROTC  group  versus  students  in  the  phys¬ 
ical  education  group,  they  didn’t  have  the 
statistics.  One  does  not  exercise  to  lose 
weight;  it  is  used  for  strength,  for  flexibili¬ 
ty,  for  coordination  and  for  learning  about 
teamwork.  Weight  control  is  based  on  re¬ 
duction  of  calories,  changes  in  types  of 
food  and  avoiding  high-caloric  snacking 
between  meals. 

The  School  Board  is  not  interested  in 
the  kids  and  their  weight.  They  are  inter¬ 
ested  in  getting  rid  of  all  traces  of  the  mili¬ 
tary,  no  matter  its  negative  effect  on  stu¬ 
dents  who  want  the  program. 

Lucy  Brown 


Come  in  today  for  your 
free  7  day  pass  or  visit 
www.ymcalOdaypass.com 
to  get  your  free  10  day  pass. 


youth  day  camp 
youth  fitness 
family  camp 
childwatch 
family  fun  nights 
tri-club  training 
swimming 
kick  boxing 
personal  trainers 
boot  camp 
group  exercise 
strength  training 


find  your  local  Y  at  www.ymcasf.org 
For  more  information,  call  415.777.%22 
Offer  valid  through  9.15.08 


CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISING 


BOXING 

Skilled  Boxing:  Local  class 
focusing  on  rapid  skill  develop¬ 
ment.  Very  experienced  coach 
helps  you  achieve  great  de¬ 
fense  and  fast  power  punching 
-  great  practical  training. 
James -(41 5)  759-1054. 

CARPENTER 
Ian’s  Carpentry  Services:  For 
jobs  under  $500,  free  esti¬ 
mates,  fences,  decks,  doors, 
windows,  trim,  painting,  dry- 
wall,  cabinets,  framing,  floor¬ 
ing.  Call  Ian  at  (707)  299- 
0884. 

CAULKING/GROUT 
Grout,  Caulking,  Tile  and 
Stone  cleaning,  sealing, 
restoration,  and  repair. 
Bathrooms,  showers,  tubs, 
kitchens,  floors,  and  stairs  re¬ 
newed  and  restored.  Granite, 
slate,  terrazzo,  marble  and 
more.  HappyGrout,  (415)  806- 
2746  or 

www.HappyGrout.com. 
FENCE  CONSTRUCTION 
Specializing  in  Redwood 
Fences  -  Morrow 
Construction.  License 
#343633.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  (650)  994-6892. 

HAULING/CLEANING 
Bruno’s  Hauling  and 
Cleaning,  basements,  back¬ 
yards,  lots;  hauls/moves  appli¬ 
ances,  demolition  cleanup  (no 
liquids).  31  years  hauling.  No 
job  too  small.  The  quality  re¬ 
mains  long  after  the  price  has 
been  forgotten.  Free  esti¬ 
mates.  Call  Bruno  at  (415) 
665-8655.  Bruno's  Hauling  - 
www.brunoshauling.citysearch.c 
om. 

KNIFE  SHARPENING 
Fine  Knife  Sharpening 
Service:  For  homes  and 
restaurants.  Based  locally  in 
the  Richmond  District.  Free 


on-site  estimates.  Call  George 
at  (415)  751-3436. 

PET  SITTING 

At  Home  Pet  Sitting  SF:  I  will 
look  after  the  health  &  happi¬ 
ness  of  your  pets,  and  security 
of  your  home.  Your  pets  will  be 
taken  care  of  by  someone  you 
can  trust.  Services:  Pet  Sitting; 
Kitty  Litter;  Dog  Walking; 
Playtime;  Watering  Plants. 
Bonded,  Insured.  Mary  (415) 
871-5559,  www.athomepetsit- 
tingsf.com. 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

Photographer  available  to 
shoot  party  or  event.  Reason¬ 
able  rates.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  (925)  439-0917. 

REAL  ESTATE 
Free:  Seller’s  Guide  to 
Selling  a  Home  booklet  in¬ 
cludes  things  to  know,  includ¬ 
ing  the  process  of  submitting 
or  receiving  offers,  accepting 
an  offer  or  closing  the  transac¬ 
tion.  Call  (415)  753-8580  and 
leave  your  name  for  delivery. 

Find  Your  Perfect  SF  Home: 

See  every  home  for  sale  in  the 
City  online,  just  like  a  Realtor. 
Complete  MLS  listings  now 
available  to  buyers  for  the  first 
time.  Zephyr  MLS  Direct.  Call 
(41 5)  731 -5000  for  details. 

ROLFING 

Try  Rolfing  -  Improve  pos¬ 
ture,  relieve  chronic  pain. 
Philip  Brown,  Certified  Rolfer, 
5954  California  Street  (at  22nd 
Ave.).  For  appointments,  call 
(415)  750-1885  or  e-mail: 
Rolferphilip@aol.com 

RUMMAGE  SALE 

Museo  Italoamericano  will 
hold  a  rummage  sale  at  the 
Fort  Mason  Center,  Building  C, 
featuring  jewelry,  books,  art, 
linens,  collectibles,  acces¬ 
sories,  kitchenware  and  more, 


Preview  Party  with  complimen¬ 
tary  win  and  hors  d’oeuvres, 
Friday,  Aug.  21,  7  -  9  p.m.,  $5 
admission;  and  the  main  event 
on  Saturday,  Aug.  22,  9  a  m.  - 
2  p.m.,  free  admission. 

SAXOPHONE  LESSONS 

Saxophone  Lessons:  $30 

per  hr.  Learn  the  technique  of 
saxophone  playing  plus  music 
theory.  Discount  rates  for  chil¬ 
dren.  Mr.  Sherrod  is  a  gradu¬ 
ate  of  Berklee  College  of 
Music.  E-mail  bans1960@ya- 
hoo.com  or  call  (510)  472- 
7307. 

SCHOOLS 

Sensitive  Home  School  for 

exceptional  teens;  open  enroll¬ 
ment,  class  size  6; 
Richmond/Seacliff  area;  tradi¬ 
tional  academics,  testing, 
speech,  P.E.,  art;  special  edu¬ 
cation  services  individualized; 
monthly  fees  $1 ,200  to  $2,000 
(scholarships  available);  CA 
credentialed  staff  -  team  to¬ 
gether  25+ years.  Call  (415) 
387-1070  and  ask  for  Mrs. 
Howard. 

WORD  PROCESSING 

Word  Processor  Wanted. 

WordPerfect  11,  p/t,  min.  8 
hrs/wk,  for  novelist’s  home  ofc 
PC.  M-F  and/or  eves/wknds 
OK.  80,000-word  project  from 
typescript,  others  poss.  No 
agencies  please.  $10-$12/hr. 
Phone  Marv  at  (415)  664-1058 
M-F,  noon  to  5  p.m.,  only. 

YOGA 

Peaceful  Yoga  for  Beginners 

—  1.5  hr.  class  includes  physi¬ 
cal  postures,  breathing  exer¬ 
cises,  deep  relaxation,  and 
meditation.  Saturdays,  11:15 
a.m.  to  12:45  p.m.,  1355 
Clement  St.,  at  15th  Avenue, 
$10.  For  more  information,  call 
(415)  717-7456  or  go  to 
www.lightofyoga.net. 


Send  us  your  classified  ad 

Private  party  classified  ads,  up  to  25  words,  cost  $5  per  monthly  listing.  Business  ads, 
up  to  25  words,  cost  $20  per  month.  All  ads  must  be  pre-paid  and  mailed  by  the  20th  of 
the  month.  Mail  to:  The  Richmond  Review,  P.O.  Box  590596,  S.F.,  CA  94159 
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frdmTHE  NEW  YORKER  to  SHREK: 
THE  ART  OF  WILLIAM  STEIG 

On  view  through  September  7 


736  Mission  Street  (between  3rd  &  4th  streets) 

Open  Daily:  (except  Wed)  11  AM-5:30  PM 
Thurs:  1  PM-8:3D  PM 

Youth  18  and  under  are  free  connecting  art,  people,  and  ideas 

Join  us  for  free  Family  Art  Activities  every  Sunday  1-3  PM 
415.655.7800  thecjm.org 

William  Steig.  Too  / abberlng / adrass '  Shrek  screamed.'  Final  illustration  for  Shrek)  (1990)  Pen  and  Ink  and  watereolor  on  paper,  ll’/t  x  9 %  In.  Collection  of  the  William  Stelg  Estate 
Organized  by  The  Jewish  Museum.  New  York,  and  made  possible,  in  part,  by  the  Eugene  and  Emily  Grant  Family  Foundation  and  the  Skirball  Fund  for  Amencan  Jewish  Ufe  Exhibitions. 


Featuring:  Veal  Saitimbocca,  Tiramisu 
Daily  Specials:  Soup,  Appetizer,  Risotto,  Fish,  Steak 

1801  Clement  St.  (at  19th  Ave.) 
(415)422-0502  •  www.ristorantetiziano.com 

Parking  lot  on  18th  Ave.  between  Clement/Geary 


Beautiful  Ambiance 


Delicious  Food  and 
Great,  Friendly  Service 


Great,  Reasonably-priced 
Wine  List 


Open  7  Days:  Lunch  11:30-2:30;  Dinner  5-10 


Savings 
of  25-65% 

From  Standard  Local  Fees  With 
Our  In-House  Dental  Insurance. 


cean  view  Dental 


Zoom  Bleaching 

In  about  an  hour,  your  smile  can 
be  transformed  from  a 
yellowing  embarassment  to 
an  unbelievable  white! 

SPECIAL  $699 


We  Now  Offer 
Snap  On  Smile 

No  shots,  no  drilling,  no  cement!  It’s 
removable  and  you  can  even  eat 
while  wearing  your  Snap  On  Smile. 


Do  you  need  new  or  replacement 
partials  or  dentures?  You  won't  be¬ 
lieve  our  prices!  Quality 
workmanship  you  can  afford. 


♦  Most  Crowns  and  Implants 
in  One  Day 

♦  Natural-Looking  Teeth  with 
IPS  Empress  Porcelain  - 
Permanent  tooth  replacement 
without  caps 

♦  One  day  denture  construction 
and  placement 

♦  One  hour  denture  repair 

♦  Inter-Oral  Camera  System 

♦  Quality  Sterilization  Assured 

♦  In-House  Lab 

♦  Most  Insurance  Accepted 

♦  Denti-Cal  Accepted 

♦  0%  Financing  (on  approval) 


Your  Dental  Insurance  Accepted  as  Payment 

...  In  most  cases.  Please  call  for  details. 
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Excellence  in  Dentistry  and 
professional  care  for  over  17  years 

In  Office  Specialist  - 

Harvard  graduate  with  experience  in  all  areas  of  periodontal  and  implant  treatments 

Now  Available: 

Botox  treatments  to  relieve  headaches,  jaw  pain 
(tmj)  and  clenching. 

New  Zirconium  metal-free  crowns  and  fillings 


Invisalign 

‘Invisalign  is  the  invisible  way  to  strengthen 
your  teeth  without  braces.” 

Clear  •  Transparent  •  Removable 
Braces?  No!  Invisalign?  Yes! 

“Now  you  can  smile  more  during  the  treatment 
as  well  as  after.” 


(415)221-5592 
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760  La  Playa 
San  Francisco,  CA  94121 

www.oceanviewdental.com 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appointments  Available 
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New  Patients  Only 

Complete  Dental 
Check-Up 

Includes: 

♦  Cleaning/Prophylaxis 

♦  Necessary  X-Rays 

With  coupon  only.  Not  valid  with 
any  other  offer.  Expires  8/31/08 

~NEW PATIENT  SpIcIaT 

$100  OFF  usual  | 

dental  fees  for  first  procedure 
(fillings  and  crowns  only) 

Offers  cannot  be  combined.  Valid  with 
coupon  only.  Expires  8/31/08 

hi  am  seb  ■■■  mm  earn  warn  mm  hi  ■ 
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FREE  Professional 
Take-home  Teeth 
I  Whitening 

with  paid-in-full  by  your  insurance  for 
exam,  x-rays  and  cleaning 

|  New  patients  only.  Offers  cannot  be  com- 
^bined.  Valid  with  coupon  only.  Expires  8/31/08  ^ 


NEW!!!  -Alternative  Treatment 
for  Periodontal  Disease 

ATRIDOX 

Please  call  office  for  details. 
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